VOL.  I. 


JUNE,  1817. 


NO.  2. 


PRAYER. 


The  liberty  of  presenting  our  weak  supplications  to  the 
Ruler  of  heaven  and  earth,  with  the  assurance  of  an  answer, 
is  undoubtedly  the  noblest  of  Christian  privileges.  There  is 
something  so  unutterably  sublime  in  the  very  idea  of  a  crea¬ 
ture  holding  converse  with  its  Creator,  that  it  has  been  incor¬ 
porated  in  every  system  of  religion  which  hath  prevailed 
in  the  world.  But  it  is  to  the  Christian  system,  and  that  alone, 
we  can  look  for  a  clear  and  satisfactory  account  of  its  nature, 
foundation,  and  object.  Whatever  may  have  beeh  the  rela¬ 
tions  and  rights  of  man  in  original  innocence  and  perfection, 
it  is  certain  that  now  there  can  be  no  access  to  the  living  God, 
but  upon  the  ground  of  express  revelation.  As  rebels  against 
our  legitimate  Sovereign,  we  are  in  a  state  of  distance  and 
alienation,  and  are  to  be  considered  as  having  forfeited  any 
claim  that  may  have  been  originally  bestowed.  In  addition  to 
this,  we  are,  by  reason  of  transgression,  under  positive  wrath, 
“  How  then  can  we  come  before  God  f  how  can  we  bow  our-. 


selves  before  the  Most  High  To  restore  intercourse  between 
heaven  and  earth,  is  the  sole  prerogative  of  an  offended  Deity. 
^  Unless  He  by  a  positive  act  of  pardon  and  reconciliation  reveal 
i  himself  gracious,  ‘‘  no  flesh  can  abide  in  his  presence.” 

I  There  is  another  consideration  of  radical  importance.  It  is 
not  enough  that  the  sinner  be  furnished  with  the  discovery 
I  that  the  great  God  has  “thoughts  of  peace}”  he  must  more- 
I  over  be  satisfied  as  to  the  manner  in  which  a  holy  and  just 
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Legislator  is  consistently  merciful.  A  sense  of  punishment  fol¬ 
lowing  guilt  is  deeply  fixed  in  the  heart  of  man  ;  and  therefore 
whatever  testimony  he  may  have  of  the  fact  that  he  will  be 
accepted,  he  cannot  divest  himself  of  a  spirit  of  bondage,  until 
he  receives  explanation  how  the  connexion  bath  been  dissolved. 

It  is  in  this  grand  point  the  Bible  excels  in  glory.  Various 
are  the  systems  of  religion  which  have  professed  to  exhibit 
God  as  merciful^  and  fed  their  votaries  with  hopes  of  favour. 
But  it  is  the  peculiar  character  of  God’s  own  plan,  that  while 
it  makes  sufficient  provision  for  the  sinner’s  necessities,  it 
as  abundantly  takes  care  of  the  divine  glory.  It  reveals  a 
method  of  dispensing  with  punishment,  so  perfectly  according 
with  all  the  principles  of  punitive  justice,  that  the  very  law 
which  doomed  the  transgressor  to  eternal  death,  has  become 
more  honoured  in  the  breach  than  the  observance.  This  is 
the  feature  of  the  Gospel  which  so  admirably  qualifies  it  to  be 
the  balm  of  a  wounded  spirit,  and  entitles  it  to  be  emphatically 
called  “  glad  tidings  of  great  joy.”  It  provides  a  righteous¬ 
ness  so  full,  so  perfect,  and  so  glorious,  that  it  more  than  an¬ 
swers  all  the  demands  of  the  law  :  this  righteousness  it  imputes 
to  the  miserable  conscience-burdened  sinner,  who,  fully  satis¬ 
fied  that  by  this  means  God  is  just  in  justifying,  exclaims  with 
the  ancient  Saint,  “  I  am  brought  into  a  large  place  feels 
boldness  to.  enter  the  holiest  by  the  new  and  living  way,  and 
draws  nigh  with  the  “  full  assurance  of  faith.”  In  discussing 
more  particularly  the  important  subject  of  Prayer,  two  points 
naturally  present  themselves : 

Jst.  Its  laws ; 

2dly.  The  various  methods  in  which  God  is  pleased  to  answer. 

1.  By  the  laws  of  prayer,  are  meant  the  particular  rules  to 
direct  us  in  ofiering  up  our  petitions,  and  obedience  to  which 
entitles  them  to  the  reward.  This  is  a  subject  of  radical  im¬ 
portance,  and  cannot  be  viewed  with  indifference  by  a  Chris¬ 
tian  mind.  The  same  principle  that  induces  a  good  man  to 
pray,  will  urge  him  so  to. perform  the  duty  as  to  obtain  an  an- 


45 


AND  REVIEW; 


swer.  Besides,  let  it  be  remembered,  that  want  of  conformity 
to  the  instructions  God  hath  given  us  for  direction  in  prayer,  will 
be  followed  by  more  than  the  simple  evil  of  our  not  being  an¬ 
swered:  Asking  without  rule,  is  ‘‘asking  amiss;”  ‘‘asking 
amiss”  is  sin,  and  shall  be  attended,  even  in  God’s  people,  with 
appropriate  correction.  It  is  by  no  means  the  design  of  the 
present  essay  to  explore  the  whole  of  the  vast  and  diversified 
field  that  the  “  laws  of  prayer”  open  to  view.  Our  remarks 
shall  be  confined  to  two  of  the  most  important,  and  at  the  same 
lime,  liable  to  violation.  The  first  is  “  Implicit  reliance  on  the 
Divine  power  and  faithfulness,  with  respect  to  the  blessing  re- 
quested^  Though  the  great  God  might  at  once,  without  the 
intervention  of  means  and  second  causes,  secure  the  happiness 
of  his  people,  yet  he  has  been  pleased  to  administer  his  Pro¬ 
vidence  in  such  a  manner,  as  to  impress  upon  them  (in  the  act 
of  blessing)  a  sense  of  their  dependence  and  his  own  suffi¬ 
ciency :  Hence  the  constitution,  “I  will  be  inquired  of  by  the 
house  of  Israel.”  To  honour  God  then  in  this  important  or¬ 
dinance,  and  procure  our  acceptance,  it  is  of  the  highest  mo¬ 
ment,  that  we  feel  full  confidence  in  the  divine  ability,  to  give 
us  “  the  desire  of  our  heart.”  Herein  indeed  is  *the  virtue  of 
prayer.  While,  on.  the. one  hand,  it  is  the  exercise  of  a 
deeply  humbled  spirit,  convinced  of  its  own  deplorable  weak¬ 
ness,  and  utterly  despairing  of  its  own  resources ;  on  the 
other,  it  is  the  hope  and  expectation  of  a  believing  heart,  fixed 
on  strength  from  above.  To  use  the  expressive  language  of  the 
sacred  oracles,  it  is  “  travelling  between  our  weakness/  and 
God’s  fulness;”  it  is  saying  amen  to  the  solemn  declaration, 
“ye  are  utterly  insufficient  of  yourselves;  all  your  sufficiency  is 
of  God.” 

But  the  faith  of  which  w^e  speak,  is  to  be  viewed  as  fixing  on 
.a  further  foundation,  viz.  God^s  promise  ;  and  thus  it  glorifies, 
with  thankful  acknowledgment,  another  perfection — his  un-. 
changeable  veracity.  This  is  an  attribute  in  which,  relating  to 
sinners,  God  takes  peculiar  delight,  and  of  which,*  he  is 
especially  jealous,  “  I  am  the  God  of  truth  ;”  “  God  is  not  a 
man  that  he  should  lie,”  hence  the  damning  aggravation 
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of  the  sin  of  unbelief,  as  its  direct  tendency  is  making  him  a 
liar.”  As  a  proof  of  his  tender  regard  to  his  own  veracity,  it 
may  not  be  improper  to  state,  that  his  holy  and  incommunica¬ 
ble  name  “  Jehovah,”  has  a  peculiar  relation  to  it.  It  is  taken 
from  his  unchangeableness  and  self-existence,  but  is  mainly 
applied  to  him  as  the  fulfiller  of  his  word.  Accordingly  we 
hear  him  declaring,  ‘‘  By  my  name  Jehovah,  was  I  not  known 
to  them,”  viz.  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob.  He  had.  not  given 
any  illustrious  tokens  of  his  veracity  to  the  fathers ;  he  only 
promised  ;  it  was  reserved  to  the  children  to  behold  the  accom¬ 
plishment. 

We  may  then  lay  it  down  as  a  rule  of  universal  application, 
that  the  more  a  Christian  honours  the  divine  faithfulness  in 
promise,  the  more  fragrant  the  incense  of  his  offering.  “  Be 
it  unto  thee  according  to  thy  faith,”  is  a  great  law  of  prayer. 
For  this  we  have  a  full  guarantee  from  our  heavenly  Advocate, 

Whatsoever  things  ye  desire,  believe  that  ye  shall  receive 
them,  and  ye  shall  receive  them.”  It  is  necessary  however  to 
remember  an  important  limitation.  It  is, — that  promised 
blessing  is  alone  the  proper  object  of  faith.  That  blind  and 
presumptuous  confidence,  which  spurns  at  the  limits  of  revealed 
will,  and  AemdinAs  uncovenanied  good^  deserves  any  other  name 
than  the  “  faith  of  God’s  elect.” 

There  is  a  second  caution  connected  with  the  other,  which 
must  not  be  heedlessly  attended  to.  It  is, — that  our  faith 
accord  with  the  nature  of  the  blessing  prayed  for,  and  the  pro-- 
mise  which  is  its  foundation.  This  requires  some  illustration. 
On  examining  the  word  of  God,  we  find  a  certain  class  of 
blessings  so  specifically  and  absolutely  secured,  that  they  are 
legitimate  subjects  of  petition,  without  restriction  or  qualifica¬ 
tion.  Thus  every  believer  is  assured  on  the  absolute  testimony 
of  God,  that  he  hath  made  over  to  him  by  covenant,  and  will, 
most  certainly  bestow  forgiveness  of  sin,  adoption  into  the  hea¬ 
venly  family,  perseverance  in  grace,  a  safe  departure  from  the 
world,  and  life  for  ever  more.  In  the  same  manner  he  hath 
promised,  unconditionally,  the  preservation  of  his  Church,  a 
succession  of  faithful  witnesses  for  his  truth,  a  blessing  in  a 
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greater  or  less  degree  upon  his  ordinances*  With  respect  to 
all  these,  faith  has  no  rules,  needs  no  limitations.  There  are 
promises,  however,  of  a  more  general  and  indefinite  cona- 
plexion,  the  particular  fulfilment  of  which  is  under  the  super¬ 
intendence  of  secret  sovereignty;  and  concerning  the  mode 
and  measure  of  whose  accomplishment  nothing  can  be  predi¬ 
cated.  Such  are  the  promises  relating  to  the  degree  of  growth 
in  grace,  sensible  joys,  freedom  from  temptation,  a  triumphant 
death.  Such  also  are  the  promises  which  have  respect  to  the 
outward  state  of  the  Church,  its  degree  of  internal  prosperity, 
revivals  of  religion,  &c.  These,  though  equally  with  the 
others,  “yea,  and  amen,  in  Jesus,”  require  a  faith  very  differ¬ 
ent.  They  are  indeed  encouragements  to  exertion,  and  rich 
resources  of  consolation,  but  they  furnish  no  room  for  the 
faith  of  assurance,  as  to  the  form  of  their  accomplishment, 
The  only  exercise  they  do  require  is  humble  and  submissive 
reliance.  Thus  we  are  exhorted  to  pray  for  those  who  hate 
us ;  yet  we  are  told,  that  the  prayers  of  David,  in  behalf  of  his 
enemies,  returned  to  “his  own  bosom.”  In  like  manner,  it  is 
our  duty  to  pray  for  friends  and  relatives ;  yet  how  many  are 
the  pious  parents  who,  in  God’s  mysterious  providence,  have 
their  prayer  only  as  their  reward  ?  It  is  true,  we  find  mention 
made  in  Scripture  of  2,  prayer  of  special  faith,  which  seemed  to 
involve  a  particular  assurance,  though  it  had  respect  to  a  gene¬ 
ral  promise.  God  hath  in  some  cases  so  prepared  the  heart, 
so  clearly  and  sensibly  directed  the  current  of  its  desires  to  a 
particular  object,  and  so  highly  favoured  it  with  manifestations 
of  his  face,  that  his  child  is  made  as  it  were  instinctively  to 
exclaim  with  David,  “  In  this  (very)  thing  will  I  be  confident.” 
This  species  of  prayer  was  of  frequent  occurrence  in  the  apos-? 
tolic  age.  It  is  unquestionably  to  be  regarded  as  an  extraor-» 
dinary  favour  conferred  only  on  extraordinary  occasions.  If 
e.  g.  God  intends  some  signal  display  of  his  goodness  by 
pouring  out  his  Spirit  on  his  Church,  or  producing  great  out¬ 
ward  reformation,  we  may  expect  that  signs  and  tokens  of  his 
coming  will  be  found  in  the  prayers  of  his  people.  Thus  it  was 
pf  old,  thus  immediately  prior  to  the  Reformation,  and  to  the 
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same  truth,  blessed  be  God,  the  experience  of  many  of  his 
churches  in  our  land  can  testify.  Nevertheless  there  is  much 
danger  in  the  application  of  it  as  a  general  principle.  Like  God’s 
law,  it  is  good,  if  a  man  use  it  lawfully ;  otherwise  it  is  fraught 
with  innumerable  evils.  In  fact,  it  is  to  the  abuse  of  this 
very  truth,  we  must  attribute  much  of  the  unhappiness  which 
marks  the  life  of  a  certain  class  of  Christians  :  bein^,  in  the 
goodness  of  God,  favoured  with  a  comfortable  measure  of  en¬ 
joyment  in  devotion,  they  are  too  much  in  the  habit  of  re- 
solving  it  into  sptcial  prayer :  especially  if  something  more 
than  usual  burdened  their  mind :  e,  ir.  the  sickness  of  a  fa- 
vourite  child,  worldly  disappointments,  kc.  Accoi-dingly  they 
look  impatiently  to  the  result ;  their  expectations  are  perhaps 
blasted  :  and  the  consequence  is,  that  if  they  do  not  go  mourn¬ 
ing  all  their  days,  yet  their  faith  is  shaken  for  a  time,  and  di¬ 
vine  communion  is  suspended.  Hence,  in  the  natural  course 
of  things,  hard  speeches,  doubtmg  interix»gations,  and  the  ex¬ 
clamation,  *•  God  hath  forsaken  me.’’ 

But,  dangerous  as  w  e  consider  the  principle,  w  hen  adopted 
in  full  latitude  as  a  guide,  it  involves  a  lesson  of  uni\'ersal  use. 
It  is  this.  The  nearer  ice  can  approach  to  that  special  faith  ichich 
produces  special  prayer^  the  better  are  our  pounds  of  confidence 
that  God  graciously  intctids  to  ansitcr  us.  Never  let  this  blessed 
truth  be  fonrotten  ;  never  let  the  encouragement  to  be  derived 
from  it  be  unimproved.  Let  it  stimulate  the  Christian  to  the 
duty  of  serious  self-examination.  Let  it  rouse  him  to  the  use 
of  appointed  means;  to  earnest  supplications  for  the  influences 
of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  his  faith  may  grow  exceedingly.” 
As  a  mean,  peculiarly  adapted  for  this  purpose,  we  would  ad¬ 
vise  hkn  to  refresh  his  mind  with  a  cursory  recollection  of 
divine  promises  and  past  experiences  of  the  Lord’s  faithful¬ 
ness,  immediately  before  the  performance  of  devotional  duty. 
The  effects  of  such  a  general  habit  are  utterly  incalculable. — 
He  would,  by  this  means,  be  able  to  dissipate  the  cloud  of 
unbelief  with  which  worldlv  cares  have  a  tendency  to  over- 
spread  the  mind.  Strengthened  by  a  full  perception,  both  of 
what  he  needs,  and  what  he  has  a  right  to  expect,  he  would 
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enter  the  divine  presence  with  composedness  and  serenity,  and 
^^ather  confidence  on  every  new  approach.  For  the  same  rea- 
son,  the  Christian  will  find  it  of  much  account  to  be  “  frequent 
in  prayer.”  As  nothing  is  so  well  calculated  to  beget  confi¬ 
dence  among  earthly  friends,  as  habitual  and  constant  inter¬ 
course,  so  nothing  is  so  well  adapted  to  destroy  slavish  terror, 
and  produce  the  grace  opposed  to  it,  as  frequency  of  approach 
to  the  mercy-seat.  The  young  Christian  (it  is  somewhere 
remarked)  is  like  Moses,  when  he  first  beheld  the  face  of  God 
on  Horeb,  scarcely  able  to  bear  the  lowest  of  his  manifesta¬ 
tions: — The  old  Christian,  like  Moses,  when  be  received  the 
law  on  Sinai,  able  to  look  on  Him,  though  arrayed  in  His  most 
transcendent  glories.  Among  the  many  explanations  that  may 
be  given  of  the  boldness  and  faith  which  distinguished  illus¬ 
trious  David,  let  us  not  forget  his  turning  seven  times  a  day  to 
God’s  “  Holy  Temple.” 

2dly.  AH  acceptable  prayer  must  be  conducted  in  the 

name  of  Christ ;”  i.  e.  with  a  full  reliance  on  his  merit  and 
righteousness,  as  the  only  foundation  cf  audience  and  acceptance. 

Whatsoever  ye  ask  in  my  name — ye  shall  receive  it.”  It  has 
been  already  remarked,  that  the  distinguishing  excellence  of 
the  gospel  of  grace  is  displayed  in  the  provision  which  it  makes 
for  glorifying  all  the  attributes  of  the  divine  character.  In  this 
respect  it  may  be  emphatically  styled  the  ‘‘  Manifold  wisdom 
of  God.”  From  everlasting  Jehovah  determined  to  be  pro¬ 
pitious  to  sinners.  Before  this  determination  could  be  exe¬ 
cuted,  means  must  be  adopted  for  preserving  inviolate  the 
honour  of  his  law  and  unalterable  equity.  “  Mercy  and  truth 
must  meet  together and  if  grace  reign,  it  must  “  reign 
through  righteousness.”  Vain,  therefore,  would  have  been  all 
the  hopes  of  sinners,  unless  the  energies  of  infinite  wisdom  had 
been  exerted  to  discover  an  expedient.  The  question. 
Whether  God  might  be  gracious  without  a  satisfaction  to  his 
law,  is,  we  think,  easily  answered.  From  his  own  nature,  and 
the  representations  of  his  word,  we  are  authorized  to  assert, 
without  any  qualification.  It  is  impossible.  Between  sin  and 
divine  anger,  i,  e.  will  to  punish,  there  is  an  indissoluble  con- 
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nexion.  Take  away  sanction,  and  you  destroy  the  essence  ol* 
law.  With  this  haniK)nizes  bis  own  solemn  declamtion,  “  I 
will  by  no  means  clear  the  guilty.”  “  The  soul  that  sinneth 
shall  die.”  “  1  will  surely  avenge,  saith  the  Lord.”  Let  not 
-these  obser\'ations  be  deemed  foreign  to  the  point.  They  are 
of  importance,  to’ explain  the  design  and  signification  of  the 
name  of  Christ,  in  our  approaches  to  God.  Prayer  is  a  gospel 
duty,  and  only  acceptable  when  conducted  on  gospel  princi¬ 
ples.  If  it  be  so,  that  God,  who  commanded  the  light  to  shine 
out  of  darkness,  shmes  into  our  hearts  only  in  the  face  of  Jesus 
Christ :  If  it  be  so,  that  in  Jesus  Christ,  and  him  only,  God  is 
well  pleased,  and  listens  to  the  voice  of  our  supplications,  Chris¬ 
tian  reader,  how  deeply  are  you  interested  in  making  mention  of 
his  righteousness,  and  his  only  ?  This  is  not  a  new  truth.  Being 
the  foimdation  of  all  Christian  worship,  and  spiritual  converse 
with  God,  it  has  not  been  held  back  from  the  church  in  any 
period  of  her  existence.  Abraham,  Isaac,  and  Jacob,  Moses, 
Joshua,  and  Aaion ;  all  that  holy  band  of  ‘‘  whom  the  world 
was  not  worthy,”  lived  in  its  faith,  and  in  its  faith  they  died. 
They  recognized  in  Jacob’s  ladder  the  illustrious  Messiah,  the 
only  medium  of  intercourse  between  heaven  and  earth,  on  which 
their  prayers  ascended  as  ambassadoi's  of  peace  to  the  throne  of 
the  Eternal,  and  on  which  they  returned  laden  with  royal 
bounty.  They  recognized  him  in  Moses,  the  mid-man  be¬ 
tween  God  and  Israel.  To  the  mercy-seat,  day  by  day,  they 
turned  their  longing  eyes,  for  the  mercy-seat  teas  ChrUt. 

It  is  a  common  opinion  among  expositors,  that  the  argument, 
with  which  the  ancient  saints  generally  commenced  or  con¬ 
cluded  their  petitions  taken  from  ‘‘  God’s  name,”  has  a  direct 
relation  to  the  person  of  Christ,  Psalm  exxx.  4.  Isaiah  xlviii. 
9.  This  is  probable — for  the  name  of  God  is  that  by  which 
He  is  known.  Now,  as  He  discovers  himself  to  sinners  only  in 
his  Son,  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose,  that  the  term  above- 
mentioned  was  intended  as  one  of  his  official  and  personal 
titles.  An  example  of  the  same  kind  we  have  in  the  term 
Logos,  which,  in  the  New  Testament,  has  frequently  all  the 
•virtue  of  a  proper  name.  But,  blessed  be  God,  the  propo- 
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sition,  that  Jesus  Christ  is  the  only  way  to  the  Father,  needs 
not  the  aid  of  critical  conjecture.  It  is  taught  in  every  page. 
It  is  the  burden  of  every  song.  It  is  the  foundation  of  every 
promise.  It  is  the  corner-stone  of  the  whole  of  the  fair  fabric 
of  redemption.  And  who  can  desire  one  more  solid  or  more 
strong  ?  Can  there  be  a  better  base,  on  which  to  build  our 
lofty  hopes,  than  the  Rock  of  ages  f  Is  there  a  more  honour¬ 
able  name  in  which  we  can  appear  before  God,  than  His,  be¬ 
fore  whom  every  “  knee  must  bow,  and  every  tongue  confess 
Is  there  another  righteousness  to  cover  us,  besides  His,  who  is 
the  “  Lord  our  righteousness  Sinners  may,  indeed,  while 
at  a  distance  from  the  great  God,  reason  themselves  into  fond 
imaginings  of  their  own  sulBciency,  and  lull  their  souls  into 
the  pleasant  persuasion,  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  a  merit 
better  than  their  own,  to  recommend  them  to  the  Hearer  of 
prayer.  But  let  these  sinners  actually  dratv  near^  and  begin 
to  entertain  sober  apprehensions  of  his  awful  majesty,  they 
will  soon  be  forced  (and  without  any  special  influences  of  the 
Divine  Spirit)  to  confess  it  a  tremendous  problem,  How  shall 
I  come  before  the  Lord  ^  how  shall  I  bow  myself  before  the 
Most  High  Be  it  so,  that  there  is  no  vindictive  justice  in 
his  nature,  the  bare  contemplation  of  his  intrinsic  grandeur  is 
enough  to  fill  the  boldest  sinner  who  approaches,  with  a  servile 
awe,  and  strike  him  speechless  in  his  presence.  But,  sup¬ 
posing  his  feelings  to  find  utterance,  would  not  his  language 
be  such  as  this :  “  Wherefore  am  I  here  ?  What  ground  of 

expectation  have  I,  that  He,  in  whose  sight  the  heavens  are 
unclean,  who  charges  his  angels  with  folly,  will  condescend  to 
notice  me,  a  worm  of  the  dust,  or  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  my 
cry.^  If  an  unauthorized  entrance  into  the  presence  of  a 
monarch  on  earth,  be  deemed  unwarrantable  presumption,  of 
what  madness  have  I  become  guilty,  who,  with  all  my  sins  upon 
my  head,  have  scaled  the  walls  round  the  throne  of  God,  and 
raised  up  my  hideous  front,  as  if  to  brave  his  frown 

Perhaps  it  would  be  going  too  far  to  say,  that  such  ideas 
pass  formally  through  the  minds  of  all  unbelievers,  when  at  a 
throne  of  grace.  The  cases  of  exception,  however,  are  capable 
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of  an  easy  explanation.  There  is  in  prayer,  as  in  every  duty 
performed  by  the  unregenerate,  a  groxcing  hardness  of  heart 
and  blindness  of  mind.  When,  by  some  special  providence,  or 
the  common  operations  of  God’s  Spirit,  the  natural  affections 
of  a  sinner  have  been  excited  on  religious  things,  he  naturally 
flies  for  refuge  to  the  outward  means  of  grace.  In  process  of 
time,  the  preternatural  excitement  dies;  still,  however,  through 
a  regard  to  public  opinion,  or  for  the  sake  of  consistency,  he 
continues  the  form.  It  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  in  such  a 
case,  the  long  and  constant  habit  of  unprofitable  outward  ob¬ 
servance,  .  will  not  only  induce  a  perfect  apathy  of  soul,  but 
destroy  even  the  speculative  belief  in  God’s  presence.  Ask 
such  a  man,  if  he  is  afraid  in  prayer ;  he  will  readily  answer, 
No ;  and  he  will  answer  rightly.  “  God  is  not  in  all  his 
thoughts.”  But  ask  him  to  recollect  the  commencement  of 
what  he  calls  his  religion ;  to  analyze  the  feelings  which  per¬ 
vaded  his  mind,  when  he,  in  a  certain  measure,  really  felt 
himself  in  the  presence  of  God^  he  will  be  constrained  to  an- 
svs^er,  if  not  to  you,  at  least  to  his  own  conscience,  that  God 
was  always  to  him  a  terrific  being,  and  terrific  in  precise  pro¬ 
portion  to  the  degree  in  which  he  realized  his  presence. 

These  remarks  will  help  to  explain  the  small  measure  of 
enjoyment  complained  of  by  many  of  God’s  people  in  devo¬ 
tion.  The  particular  evil,  which,  in  such  cases,  they  lament,  is 
a  feeling  of  strangeness  and  distance,  rendering  them  unable  to 
bring  home  to  their  hearts  the  truth,  that  God  is  near,  listening 
to  their  supplications.  Hence  coldness,  barrenness  of  idea, 
forgetfulness,  and  a  train  of  grievous  infirmities.  Perhaps  we 
hear  them  adding  an  expression  of  their  wonder,  as  at  the 
commencement^  they  felt  a  spirit  of  importunity  and  a  consider¬ 
able  degree  of  hope  as  to  the  desired  blessing.  W'e  would  ask 
such  to  recall  their  thoughts,  and  examine,  whether  “  one 
thing  was  not  Jacking.”  Did  you  commence  (we  allude  not  to 
the  order  of  your  expressions,  but  your  thoughts)  with  that 
name  “  which  is  as  ointment  poured  forth,”  that  your  prayers 
might  ascend  imbued  with  its  fragrance  to  the  throne  of  God. ^ 
or  did  you  reserve  it  for  your  final  conclusion,  when  in  the  act 
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of  rising  from  your  knees,  or  returning  to  your  seat,  you  bur¬ 
ned  on  the  well  hackneyed,  but  not  so  well  appreciated  phrase. 

Pardon  mine  offences  for  Christ’s  sake  When  you  as¬ 
cended  the  pavilion  of  the  “  Great  King,”  did  you  take  care 
that  the  Introducer  accompanied  you.^  Did  He  open  the 
golden  gates?  and,  under  His  auspices,  did  you  enter  the 
chamber  of  presence  ?  In  a  word,  did  you  improve  the  Lord 
Emmanuel,  as  made  of  God  unto  you,  wisdom,  righteousness, 
sanctification,  and  redemption  ?  Or,  were  your  contemplations 
fixed  on  the  absolute  mercy  of  God,  irrelative  to  the  manner  in 
which  this  mercy  is  made  over  to  you  in  covenant  ?  You 
answer,  that  you  went  farther,  and  addressed  him  on  the  foot¬ 
ing  of  his  own  most  gracious  promise.  But  did  you  forget, 
that  in  Christ  Jesus  are  all  the  promises,  ‘‘Yea  and  Amen 
that  in  Him  all  communicative  fulness  dwells  ?  Then,  Chris¬ 
tian  friend,  it  is  no  subject  of  surprise,  if  God  hath  forgotten  to 
be  gracious.  By  a  law  of  his  evangelical  kingdom,  he  hath 
ordained,  “  that  all  men  honour  the  Son,  even  as  they  honour 
the  Father.”  To  him  he  hath  given  all  blessings  to  be  be¬ 
stowed  on  man,  that  he  may  be  “  all  and  in  all.”  Let  not  the 
man  who  overlooks  this*,  expect  to  receive  any  thing  of  the 
Lord.  No  matter  what  may  be  his  respect  for  sovereign 
grace ;  no  matter  how  sincere  his  faith,  his  love,  his  impor¬ 
tunity,  his  prayers  never  can  ascend  to  the  throne  of  audience 
and  acceptance. 

As  this  point  relates  to  the  very  vitals  of  devotion,  it  cannot 
be  too  earnestly  inculcated ;  but  it  is  much  to  be  feared  that 
th<3  Christians  of  our  day  need  special  caution.  It  is  a  fact, 
which  cannot  be  denied,  that  an  important  alteration  in  what 
we  may  be  allowed  to  call  the  style  of  prayer,  has  taken  place 
to  a  considerable  extent.  The  object  this  alteration  seems  to 
contemplate,  is  the  introduction  of  a  more  liberal  and  general 
spirit,  a  divesting  devotion  of  every  thing  that  looks  like  the 
technicalities  and  restrictions  of  an  art.  In  consequence,  it  has 
become  fashionable  to  enlarge  upon  the  intrinsic  character 
and  absolute  attributes  of  God,  his  wisdom,  power,  but  parti¬ 
cularly  his  sovereignty  and  goodness.  The  Redeemer  ha«?  not 
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indeed  been  utterly  cast  out ;  yet  it  is  verj*  evident  that  he  fills 
a  subordinate  department.  Instead  of  being  regarded  as  the 
direct  fouQtain^  from  whence  all  streams  of  blessing  flow  to  the 
sinner,  he  has  become  a  simple  expedient,  by  which  the  Eter¬ 
nal  God  is  better  enabled  to  act  out  his  natural  benevolence. 
Hence  a  short  and  respectful  recognition  of  him,  at  intervals, 
is  considered  as  much  as  the  occasion  requires.  All  this  may 
be  very  fine,  but  we  fear  it  augurs  little  good  to  the  Church 
of  God  or  the  gospel.  After  all  the  attempts  of  men  to  make 
it  otherwise,  religion  is.  and  must  be,  a  thing,  sui  generis. 
All  its  distinctive  features  are  so  deeply  fixed^  that  their  ob¬ 
literation  b  its  death.  God  is  in  Christ  reconciling  the  worid 
unto  himself ;  and  what  God  hath  joined  together,  let  not  man 
put  asunder.  It  b  a  consolation,  that  the  error  we  have  been 
speaking  of,  will  work  its  own  antidote.  When  Christians 
begin  to  find  themselves  sinking  into  formality  and  slavish 
fear ;  when  they  discover  that  their  holy  boldness  and  affec¬ 
tionate  sense  of  nearness  to  God  are  gradually  departing,  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  they  will  retrace  their  steps,  and  return  to  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ.  “  the  Bishop  of  their  soub.’’ 

[To  be  continued,^ 


translated  for  the  evangelical  guardian  and, review. 

.in  Oration  of  John  .ilphonnis  Turretin,  concerning  the  various 
stages  of  the  Christian  Churchy  addressed  to  a  Society  estab¬ 
lished  to  propagate  the  Gospel. 

The  poets,  representing  the  world  as  originally  free  from 
crime,  and  most  perfectly  happy,  but  after>vaid5  degenerating 
into  a  worse  state  by  degrees,  have  distributed  it  into  various 
a£:es,  according  to  the  name  of  their  metals.  The  same  thing 
b  handed  down,  not  merely  on  a  single  occasion,  or  undeserv¬ 
edly,  concerning  the  Christian  religion.  There  were  various 
ages  of  thb,  which,  in  proportion  as  they  have  receded  from 
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their  primeval  origin,  the  more  filth  and  dregs  they  are  dis¬ 
covered  to  have  contracted.  The  first,  the  golden  age,  arose  in 
the  time  of  Christ,  the  Master,  and  the  apostles,  his  heralds. 
Then  succeeded  the  silver,  during  the  first  three  ages  of  the 
church.  Thence  was  produced,  by  degrees,  the  brazen  age  ; 
the  audaciousness  of  the  human  mind,  lascivious  beyond 
bounds,  and  the  pomp,  the  pride,  the  emulation  and  indolence 
of  the  age  breaking  into  the  bosom  of  the  church.  Then  so 
much  superstition,  and  tyranny,  and  barbarity,  so  much,  not 
only  of  depravity  of  morals,  but  of  hardness  in  iniquity,  arose 
in  the  church,  particularly  in  the  tenth  century  and  the  follow¬ 
ing,  that  even  those  who  were  the  least  interested,  were  obliged 
to  confess  that  the  times  became  iron.  But,  during  such 
things,  lo,  suddenly  there  arose  a'faith,  freed  from  these  vile 
contaminations,*  so  that  the  iron  age,  by  a  fortunate  alchyihy, 
was  converted,  if  not  entirely  into  the  golden,  yet  certainly  into 
a  species  of  the  silver  age.  This  is  the  sum  of  our  subject. 
But  these  things  are  to  be  distinctly  explained. 

First.  ‘  The  golden  age,  under  Christ  and  his  apostles. 

No  one,  I  suppose,  will  deny  that  the  golden  age  of  the 
church  existed  in  the  days  of  Christ  and  the  apostles — Not 
that  the  splendour  of  that  divine  band  consisted  of  gold  or 
purple,  or  grandeur  and  dignities.  Christ  was  not  distinguish¬ 
ed  for  these.  “  Behold,  we  have  left  all  things,”  was  the 
motto  of  the  apostles.  But  in  the  inward  man,  in  that  happy 
age,  consisted  the  glory  of  Zion.  As  fer  instance,  exceeding 
sincerity  of  doctrine,*  purity  of  worship,  sanctity  of  discipline, 
and  innocence  of  life — Things  more  precious  than  any  gold, 
and  for  which  this  happy  age  was  pre-eminently  distinguished  ' 
above  all  others.  But, 

The  human  race  was  involved  in  the  thickest  darkness. 
The  Gentiles  leaving  God,  the  father  and  ordainer  of  all 
things,  not  only  worshipped  the  insensible  stars;  not  only  de¬ 
parted  heroes,  and  many  of  them  infamous  for  debauchery  and 
crimes;' but  also  dumb  animals,  and  the  plants  of  their  gar¬ 
dens.  ‘  They  also  worshipped  images  of  wood  and  of  stone, 
the  workmanship  of  their  own  hands;  and  even  vile  affections, 
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:^uch  815  {>a55loU;  fear,  discord,  and  impudence ;  and  also  dis¬ 
eases  of  the  bodv,  such  as  fevers  ; — and  mere  nonentities,  and 
the  most  foolish  deities,  adapted  to  the  most  minute  things — 
things  which  it  would  be  indecorous  and  absurd  to  mention. 
The  Jews,  a  nation  formerly  consecrated  to  the  Lord,  divided 
into  different  sects,  were  polluted  with  different  kinds  of  error 
and  of  superstition.  The  morals  of  all  were  impure  and  aban¬ 
doned,  which  neither  human  laws,  nor  the  philosophy  of  the 
age,  nor  Mosaic  discipline,  nor  prophetical  warnings,  could 
at  aD  correct.  But  thou,  O  Christ!  the  Brightness  of  thy 
Father,  the  Light  of  the  world,  the  Sun  of  righteousness,  thou 
bast  dispersed  the  darkness.  Thou  hast  recalled  us  from 
dumb  idob  to  thee,  the  true  God.  Thou  hast  most  lucidlv 
discovered  that  God  b  a  spirit,  and  therefore  to  be  worshipped 
with  a  pure  and  sincere  spirit.  Thou  hast  set  forth  the  exam¬ 
ple  of  piety,  justice,  benignity,  mildness,  patience,  modesty, 
and  finally,  of  every  virtue.  Thou,  in  order  to  obtain  a  pardon 
^rom  God  for  all  our  sins,  hast  offered  thyself  an  atoning  vic¬ 
tim  in  our  stead.  And,  that  thou  mightest  impart  to  us  the 
hope  of  immortality,  thou,  the  bands  of  death  being  broken, 
hast  clear! V  demonstrated  thvsell  to  be  alive  az^n,  and  receiv- 
ed  up  into  heaven.  Thou  hast  commanded  those  who  repose 
upon  thee,  and  imitate  thy  example,  to  trust  in  a  reconciled 
God,  and  to  be  of  a  cheerful  mind.  Thou  bast  promised  eter¬ 
nal  rewards  to  the  pious,  and  hast  threatened  eternal  torment 
agamst  the  wicked.  Thou  hast  most  efficacioielv  reconciled 
God  to  us,  as  well  as  us  to  God.  Finally,  thou  hast  brought 
celestial  wisdom  to  our  world,  and  bast  taught  us,  in  human 

ratttre,  to  lead  a  holv  and  a  heavenlv  life,  unti!  the  davs  of  our 

#  •  « 

exile  being  closed,  we  shall  be  translated  into  a  happier 
world.  ar>d  be  ecraptored  with  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  God. 

Such  was  the  j^roeval  appearance  of  Christeodom.  Such 
were  the  ceksdal  secrets  which  the  only-begotten  Son  dis¬ 
closed  from  bis  Father's  bosom.  Such  the  “  wisdom  among 
them  that  are  perfect.”  which  mde  and  ignoble  men,  fisfaeimen 
and  artificers,  with  no  aid  from  birth,  from  wealth,  or  dignity, 
rtot  with  carnal  weaoofrs,  nor  the  persuasive  words  of  man’« 
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eloquence,  oppressed  with  difficulties,  dangers,  and  tortures, 
spread  within  a  few  years,  over  the  various  regions  of  the 
habitable  world.  O  return  to  me  those  happy  times,  when 
truth,  clothed  in  human  vesture,  obscured  by  no  clouds  of  pas¬ 
sion  or  of  error,  shall  permit  herself  once  more  to  be  seen  by 
mortal  eyes !  Then  there  were  not  many  codes  of  faith 
imposed  upon  Christian  minds,  but  the  sum  of  faith  and  of  sal¬ 
vation  consisted  in  the  knowledge  of  the  only  true  God,  and 
Jesus  Christ  whom  he  has  sent.  Christians  were  not  then 
exercised  in  the  subtle  devices  of  men,  nor  in  metaphysical 
disquisitions,  drawn  from  the  schools  of  Zeno,  Plato,  or  Aris¬ 
totle.  That  was  a  far  different  doctrine  which  descended  from 
heaven,  not  produced  for  contentions,  but  for  life  eternal; 
plain  and  simple,  and  adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  all. 
Then  it  was  not  the  subtle  investigation  of.  divine  secrets,  nor 
the  rash  determination  upon  things  above  our  knowledge,  nor 
wrathful  altercation  concerning  trivial  questions,  which  consti^ 
luted  and  adorned  the  Christian ;  but  the  new  man,  bom  again 
by  the  word  of  our  God,  and  faith  ,  which  worketh  by  love, 
even  that  religion  which  purifies  the  defiled,  and  consoles  the 
miserable.  In  short,  it  was  the  image  of  the  divine  virtues, 
formed  in  the  mind.  Then  no  multiplied  rites  nor  laborious 
ceremonies,  imposed  by  men,  loaded  the  Christian  worship. 
But  all  its  celebrity  consisted  in  prayer,  in  preaching  the  word, 
and  in  administering  the  holy  sacraments.  Then  even  the 
apostles  themselves,  although  divinely  inspired,  never  attempted 
to  domineer  over  the  faith,  or  haughtily  to  reign  over  the 
heritages  of  the  Lord,  but  their  only  glory  w^as  to  feed  the 
flock  committed  to  their  care,  and  .  to  serve  for.  the  faithful’s  . 
joy.  Then  it  was  a  part  of  Christianity,  “  that  if  any  who 
was  called  a  brother,  was  a  fornicator,  or  covetous,  or  an 
idolater,  or  a  railer,  or  a. drunkard,  or  an  extortioner:  with 
such  an  one,  no  not  to  eat,  nor  wish  him  God  speed.”  Then 
there  w^as  one  mind  and  one  soul  among  brethren  in  Jesus,  nor 
were  they  reluctant,  when  occasion  required,  to  have  all  things 
in  common.  Then,  if  there  happened  to  be  different  opinions, 
provided  the  prime  points  of  faith  were  safe,  they  did  not 
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immediateiv  split  into  schisms ;  tber  did  not  separate ;  they 
did  not  anathematize ;  but  thej  were  mutual  in  forbearance  ; 
they  walked  by  the  same  rule,  and  waited  for  illumination  from 
on  hijh.  Then,  in  fine,  the  sum  and  glory  of  Christianity  con¬ 
sisted.  not  merely  in  the  knowledge  of  the  mvsteries  of  Christ. 

•  0  ^ 

nor  in  idle  pivfessions,  nor  in  fruitless  altercation,  but  in  firing 
the  life  of  Christ,  in  being  led  by  his  Spirit,  and  conformed  to 
his  example. 

[To  b€  contimuJ.] 


REMARKS  Oy  THE  SEA  OF  GLASS^ 

Mrtidooed  Re^.  6.  &  xr.  2. 

X  HE  language  of  the  book  of  Revelation  is  chiefly  symboli¬ 
cal.  This  has  rendered  its  hitrrpretation  difficult :  so  much 
50,  that,  aAer  the  most  prayerful  and  laborious  researches  of 
the  pious  and  the  learned  into  their  meaning,  there  are  many 
passages  covered  with  darkness,  which  the  light  of  eternity 
alone  can  disperse. 

The  symbols  made  use  of  in  the  4th  chap.  6th  verse,  are 
such,  as  cannot,  by  any  interpretation,  be  reduced  to  literal 
'  fact.  A  Sea/’  our  senses  teach  us.  is  a  liquid  substance, 
and  therefore  we  cannot,  with  any  coogruity,  form  conceptions 
of  a  literal  sea  of  glass.  Still,  an  allusion  to  the  language  of 
the  Old  Testament,  and  an  adherence  to  the  analogy  of  faith, 
may  help  us  to  an  mtclligent  interpretation  of  the  passage  be- 
rbre  us. 

The  Sea  of  Glass,  ••a.??/’  is,  by  some,  5upp*?sed 

lo  be  an  ailask>D  to  the  Irrazen  lover  in  the  tabernacle,  and,  in 
an  especial  manner,  to  the  molten  sea  in  the  temple.  The 
latter  was  a  large  basin  or  vessel,  of  thirty  cubits  circumference, 
ten  in  diameter,  and  live  in  depth.*  This  was  fllled  with  pure 
water;  and  in  the  surrouodiDg  iarers,  which  were  filled  by 
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water  drawn  from  the  molten  sea,  the  priests  washed  themselves 
when  about  to  engage  in  religious  exercises,  and  also  ^the  sa^ 
crifices,  previous  to  their  presentation  on  the  altar  of  burnt- 
offerings.  /  .  ,  . 

This  sea,  when  considered  in  relation  to  the  purposes  to 
which  it  was  appropriated,  fitly  represented  the  efficacy  of  the 
blood  of  Christ,  in  washing  away  the  stain  of  sin,  both  from  the 
priests  and  the  sacrifices  which  they  offered.  For  it  was  not  the 
water  of  the  sea  in  the  temple,  or  of  ten  thousand  other  seas, 
but  that  which  this  water  typified,  that  could  cleanse  them  from 
their  pollutions.  This  allusion  of  the  molten  sea  to  the  Lamb 
slain  from  the  foundation  of  the  world,  will  throw  light  upon  the 
promise  of  God  to  his  people,  that  he  “  will  cast  all  their  sins 
into  the  depths  of  the  sea,”*— i.  e.  into  the  depths  of  Christ’s 
blood.  In  this  all  believers  must  wash.  They  are  all  priests, 
‘‘  to  offer  up  spiritual  sacrifices,  acceptable  to  God  by  Jesus 
Christ  ;”f  and  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  they  can  find 
acceptance  either  for  themselves  or  their  sacrifices.  In  them¬ 
selves  they  are  vile  and  sinful.  “  All  their  righteousnesses  are 
as  filthy  rags,  and  they  are  altogether  as  an  unclean  thing but 
thanks  to  God  for  the  record, J  ‘‘that  the  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  his  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.”  Thanks  to  God  for 
the  assurance  that  this  is  the  “  fountain  opened  to  the  house  of 
David,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem,  for  sin  and  for  un- 
cleanness.”^^ 

This  interpretation  of  the  sea  of  glass,  by  an  allusion  to  the 
molten  sea  in  the  temple,  is  rejected  by  other  commentators.. 
It  is  said,  “  that  the  brazen  laver  was  not  before  the  throne,  nor 
near  the  throne,  either  in  the  tabernacle  or  temple ;  but  in  the 
court,  (in  atriof)  that  waters  confined  any  where  in  a  narrow 
laver,  cannot  with  propriety  be  called  a  sea,  nor  be  compared  to 
a  sea ;”  and  to  show  the  absurdity  of  connecting  liquid  sea^  and 
solid  glass  together,  it  is  said  that  in  the  15th  chapter  and 
2d  verse,  those  who  have  “  gotten  the  victory  over  the  beast,”, 
are  represented  as  standing,  on  the  sea  of  glass.  To  preserve 

*  Micah  vii.  19.  f  1  Pet.  ii.  5.  :f  1  John  i.  7.  §  Zech,  xiii.  1. 
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the  congruitr  of  the  metaphors,  reference  is  made  to  the  24th 
chapter  of  Exodus  and  10th  verse :  ‘‘  they,  (i.  e.)  Aaron, 
Xadab,  Abihu,  and  seventy  of  the  elders  of  Israel,  saw  the 
God  of  Israel :  and  there  was  under  his  feet  as  it  were  a 
paved  work  of  a  sapphire  stone,  and  as  it  were  the  body  of 
heaven  in  his  clearness.*’  This  reference  is  made  to  confirm 
the  interpretation,  that  the  sea  like  unto  glass,  represents  the 
basis  upon  which  the  throne  and  government  of  God  rest — 
his  justice  and  iudsment,  as  thev  are  manifested  in  Christ 
Jesus.* 

To  these  objections  we  reply, 

1.  That  the  laver  of  brass  was  located  between  the  taber¬ 
nacle  of  the  congregation  and  the  altar  ;  and  therefore,  though 
not  immediately  before  the  mercy-seat,  was  at  least  obliquely  so, 
and  but  a  little  distance  from  it.f 

2.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  waters  contained  within  a  circumfer¬ 
ence  of  about  51  feet,  and  9  in  depth,  were  called  a  ^ea.J 
And  to  show  that  there  is  ha  absurdity  in  applying  the  epithet 
sea  to  waters  confined  in  a  comparatively  small  compass,  we 
may  remark,  as  a  general  and  well-known  fact,  that  the  He¬ 
brews  gave  the  name  of  sea  to  all  great  collections  of  water. 

What  thev  stvled  the  sea  of  Tiberias  or  Gennesareib,  would, 

•  • 

♦  Sed  qcantiim  video,  est  Ulod  plane  ab  hoc  loco  alienum.  Ltenim  x)  Labmm 
in  tabemaculo  act  lemplo  non  fatt  ante  IhromuwL,  vel  proxicBnm  throno : 
sed  IB  Atrio.  i  Aqu<r^  conclu&ie  ati^nstus  Ubri  aiicojiHs  quo  comiDodo  seosu 
appeUari  poterunt  amrt.  vel  cum  wutri  comparari:  Si  aqu^r  iUa  vbae  sim  ir« 

tabroi,  BBi  Bik)  aJiqno  vase  mak>re:  quare  illios  nnlla  hie  loci  meDtio:  V; 
cip.  XT.  2,  exbibentur  nobis  qui  victoriam  obtinneraot  de  bestia  jiantei  fri 

r*T  tnper  mare  crysfallinum,  non  mare  CTTStalliouBi : 

ut  ibidem  babel  Beza.  PersQa«is.simam  itaque  mibi  est.  hie  descrlbi  ipsum 
tbrosi  cekstk  stnUmm  §ive  parfatcjitkai,  quod  Joannes  vidit  tastinere  tom  ipsios 
Dei  et  Presbv^eroruas  tbrooos; — allodi  autem  his  verbis  ad  duo  k>ca  V.  T.  in 
quibk  idem  de  diriDO  throno,  quemadmodun  sanctis  io  risioDe  exhibilus  est. 

ifl&rmatnr.  Exeeb.  L  *2-  Exod  xxiv.  10. - Parimenhtm  divini  throoi  et 

totios  Dei  ki  oportet  si§iii6cet  in  emblemate  quod  aliunde  oobk  constat 

basrm  et  fxlcimtfitmm  throni,  hoc  est  /^eoai  DeJ :  id,  Inqoam,  qno  clare 
intelligimus  Rejoin  Dei  ia  Cbristo  Jesu  niti  et  I'andarL’^ — Vide  Vitrin^  rn 

^  Eiod.  rxx-  1^.  I  -  Cbro®.  iv.  *2.  1  KIb^  vib  23. 
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[li  modern  language,  have  been  called  the  lake  of  Tiberias 
or  Gennesareth.  And, 

3.  As  to  the  incongruity  of  the  idea  of  a  sea  of  glass^  the 
metaphor  will  be  found,  on  investigation,  not  to  be  so  far 
fetched  as  might  be  imagined. 

We  are  told,  Exod.  xxxviii.  8.  that  Bezaleel  made  the  laver 
of  brass,  and  the  foot  of  it  of  brass,  of  the  looking-glasses  of 
the  women  which  assembled  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of. 
the  congregation.”  We  do  not  suppose  that  the  mirrors  here 
spoken  of  were  glass,  and  that  the  hrass^  of  which  the  laver 
w’as  made,  was  derived  from  their  frames.  Nor  do  we  con¬ 
tend  that  those  mirrors  were  composed  of  any  materials  which 
would  lay  a  literal  foundation  for  the  allusion  in  the  book  of 
Revelation.  For,  at  that  early  day,  glass  was  not  invented; 
and,  even  if  it  had  been,  it  is  obvious  thatg-Za^^  would  not  have 
afforded  materials  for  a  brazen  sea.  Those  glasses  w'ere  possi¬ 
bly  reflectors,  or  mirrors,  composed  of  brass,  highly  polished 
and  which,  by  that  polish,  were  capable  of  reflecting  the  image 
placed  before  it.  These  ornaments  of  their  persons,  and  per¬ 
haps  these  incentives  to  their  pride,  the  women  of  Israel  nobly 
sacrificed  to  the  service  of  their  God.  And  though,  in  com¬ 
parison  with  glass,  those  mirrors*  reflected  a  dark  and  obscure 
image,  yet  the  reflection  was  sufficiently  distinct  to  warrant  the 
writer  of  the  Apocalypse  to  make  a  figurative  allusion  to  the 
brazen  sea.  There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  the  sea  of  glass 
in  the  Revelation,  is  so  called,  in  allusion  to  the  mirrors  of 
which  the  molten  sea  was  composed,  and  with  a  design  of  re¬ 
presenting  the  blood  of  Jesus  as  a  glass,  in  which  we  may  see 
the  heinousness  of  sin,  and  the  justice  of  God.  And  this  con¬ 
sideration  will  destroy  the  force  of  the  objection  against  the 
fii’st  interpretation,' founded  on  the  supposition,  that  solid  and 
real  glass,  used  as  a  figure,  would  better  represent  the  justice  of 
God,  as  the  basis  of  his  moral  government,  than  the  idea  of  a 
liquid  sea,  connected,  as  is  supposed,  inappropriately,  with  the 
solid  substance,  glass.  The  liquid — the  flowing  blood  of  the 

*  Might  not  Paul  have  alluded  to  this  circumstance,  in  bfe  declaration,  ‘‘  Wc 
now  see  through  a  glass  darkly  ?”  1  Cor.  xiii.  T2. 
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Lamb  of  God,  crucified  on  Calvary,  better  displays  the  im¬ 
maculate  holiness  of  God,  than  all  the  mirrors  upon  earth, 
however  highly  polished,  and  of  whatever  materials  they  may 
be  composed. 

Adhering  then  to  the  idea,  that  the  Apostle  John  alludes  in 
the  Revelation  to  the  molten  sea  in  the  temple,  as  a  type  of 
the  cleansing  virtue  of  the  blood  of  Christ,  it  may  be  profita¬ 
ble  to  consider  the  propriety  of  the  designations  given  to  this 
sea,  in  their  application  to  that  fountain  which  has  been  opened 
for  sin  and  for  uncleanness, 

1.  The  blood  of  Christ  b  appropriately  compared  to  glats, 
because,  as  a  mirror,  it  represents  the  malignity  and  deformity 
of  sui. 

fFe  are  too  apt  to  consider  sin  as  a  light  and  venial  thing, 
and  therefore  to  commit  it  with  eagerness ;  to  roll  it  under  our 
ton2:ues  as  a  delicious  morsel :  and  to  imagine  that  our  exter- 
nal  decency  and  morality  will  make  ample  atonement.  To 
convince  us  of  this  ruinous  error,  let  us  so  to  Geibseraane  and 
Calvary.  Let  us  listen  to  the  agonizing  exclamations,  My 
soul  is  exceeding  sorrowful,  even  unto  death'* — My  God,  my 
God,  wbv  hast  thou  forsaken  me.*’  Let  us  witness  those  sjeat 
drops  of  sweat,  mingled  with  blood,  which  fell  in  the  garden  ; 
and  that  crimson  tide,  which  flowed  from  the  accursed  tree ; 
and  then  ask  the  questions,  which  so  naturally  present  them¬ 
selves  :  M  hat  is  the  meaning  of  these  sufferings  r  And  irAy  is 
Jesus  their  subject  r  lie  most  assuredly  did  no  evil ;  neither 
was  guile  found  in  bis  mouth.  During  the  whole  course  of  his 
life  he  was  holy,  harmless,  undefiled,  and  separate  from  sin¬ 
ners  :  and,  on  bis  trial,  his  unrighteous  earthly  judge  declared 
that  he  found  no  fault  iu  him.  M  hy  then  did  he  endure  these 
excmciatins:  torments  :  The  m\'ster>  is  solved,  in  the  fact, 
that  he  was  the  signers  Substitute  ;  that  he  suffered  the  iust  for 
the  unjust :  that  he,  vrho  knew  no  sin,  was  made  sin  for  us. 
that  we  miaht  be  made  the  ric:hteousness  of  God  in  him.  It 
was  sin  which  brought  the  Son  of  God  from  heaven;  which 
made  him  an  inhabitant  of  our  nature  and  of  our  irorld  :  which 
nailed  him  to  the  accursed  tree,  pierced  bis  side,  and  poured 
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out  his  precious  blood !  And,  if  such  things  were  done  in  the 
green  tree,  what  will  be  done  in  the  dry  ^  If  such  were  the 
sufferings  of  our  sin-offerings  what  an  infinite  evil  must  have 
been  our  sin?  The  blood  of  Jesus,  then,  as  a  mirror,  reflects 
the  evil  of  sin,  and  the  immaculate  holiness  of  God.  It  points 
to  the  place  where  mercy  and  truth  met  together,  righteous¬ 
ness  and  peace  embraced  each  other.  And  while  it  shows 
that  God  can  now  be  just,  and  yet  the  justifier  of  those  who 
believe  in  Jesus,  it  also  reflects  the  doom  of  those  who  despise 
its  merits,  and  live  and  die  in  unbelief  and  impenitence. 

2.  The  blood  of  Christ  is  fitly  compared  to  crystals  on  ac¬ 
count  of  its  immaculate  purity. 

It  is  purity  itself.  Compared  with  this,  the  clearest  crys¬ 
tal  is  full  of  spots ;  along  side  of  this,  the  brightest  diamond 
ceases  to  sparkle  ;  contrasted  with  this,  the  whitest  mountain 
snow  loses  its  complexion.  The  blood  of  Christ  is  incorrupti¬ 
ble.  It  removes  every  stain  of  guilt  and  pollution  from  the 
soul ;  and  yet,  the  least  defilement  from  which  it  cleanses  can 
never  mingle  with  it ! 

3.  The  blood  of  Christ  may,  with  propriety,  be  compared 
to  a  5ea,  on  account  of  its  all-sufficiency,  to  save  to  the  very 
uttermost,  all  who  come  to  God  through  its  merits.  It  is  a 
full  sea  of  salvation,  flowing  from  the  ocean  of  God's  free  and 
eternal  love  ;  and  all,  however  numerous  or  aggravated  their 
transgressions,  who  embark  their  everlasting  interests  upon  this 
sea,  by  faith,  shall  safely  reach  the  shores  of  the  heavenly 
Canaan.  Upon  this  sea,  no  devouring  billow  sweUs  ;  no  tem¬ 
pest  blows.  It  is  clears  unruffled,  and  undisturbed.  And  as 
the  literal  sea  reflects  the  serenity  of  the  heavens,  when  the 
winds  and  rain  cease  to  beat,  so  the  smooth,  unruffled  surface 
of  the  Redeemer’s  blood  reflects  the  love  and  mercy,  the  jus¬ 
tice,  and  the  truth,  which  shine  in  harmony  upon  the  believer 
from  the  eternal  throne. 

4.  The  position  of  this  sea  of  glass  is  worthy  of  notice.  It 
is  the  throne  ;  thus  intimating,  that,  before  any  person 
can  attain  to  holiness  and  glory,  he  must  pass  through  the  sea 

!  pf  glass — must  be  justified  by  the  blood  of  Jesus,  and  sanctified 
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by  the  Spirit  of  our  God.  There  is  no  way  to  the  throne,  upon 
which  Christ  is  seated,  from  its  rear  ;  no  access  on  its  side ; 
all  must  pass  through  the  sea  before  the  throne  ;  all  must  conic 
unto  God  by  Jesus  Christ. 

Reader,  hast  thou  ever  washed  in  the  sea  like  unto  crystal, 
which  is  before  the  throne  ?  To  enable  you  to  give  an  intelli¬ 
gent  and  scriptural  answer  to  this  solemn  question,  we  will  state 
two  simple  tests. 

1.  Those  who  have  washed  in  the  fountain  opened  for  sin 
and  for  uncleanness,  depend  not  upon  their  own,  but  upon  the 
righteousness  of  Christ,  for  their  acceptance  with  God.  The 
very  fact  of  their  coming  to  God  by  Christ,  proves  that  they 
despaired  of  help  from  the  creature ;  that  they  renounced 
all  their  own  works,  as  having  merit,  or  making  atonement ; 
and  that  they  hoped  to  be  accepted  only  in  the  Beloved. 
Have  you  thus  renounced  all  dependence  upon  an  arm  of  flesh 
And  can  you  adopt  the  language  of  the  apostle,  “  Yea,  doubt¬ 
less,  I  count  all  things  but  loss  for  the  excellency  of  the 
knowledge  of  Christ  Jesus  my  Lord  :  that  I  may  be  found  in 
him,  not  having  mine  own  righteousness,  which  is  of  the  law, 
but  that  which  is  through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness 
which  is  of  God  by  faith  Phil.  iii.  8,  9. 

2.  Those  who  are  washed  in  the  sea  before  the  throne,  are, 
in  some  measure,  sanctified.  They  are  renewed  in  the  temper 
and  spirit  of  their  minds ;  old  things  have  passed  away,  and  all 
things  are  become  new^  And  though  they  have  not  attained, 
neither  are  already  perfect,  they  forget  those  things  which  are 
behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before, 
press  towards  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus. 

Are  you  in  any  measure  thus  sanctified.^  Are  you  freed 
from  the  reigning  pow  er  of  sin  in  the  soul,  and  cleansed  from 
the  gross  pollutions  of  the  outward  man  ^  Do  you  hate  sin  ^ 
Do  you  love  righteousness  f  Do  you  desire  from  the  heart, 
and  endeavour  in  the  life,  to  manifest  conformity  to  the  image 

your  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ  ? 
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If  not,  you  have  neither  part  nor  lot  in  this  matter.  So  far 
are  you  from  having  washed  in  the  sea  of  Christ’s  blood,  that 
the  lake  of  fire  and  brimstone  awaits  your  reception.  Think 
then,  we  beseech  you,  of  your  danger.  Take  the  alarm,  which 
Sinai  sounds  in  your  ears,  and  flee  for  refuge  to  the  only  hope 
set  before  you  in  the  gospel.  Plunge  yourself,  by  faith,  in 
the  sea  of  the  Redeemer’s  blood,  as  you  would  be  protected 
from  the  lightnings  and  thunders  which  issue  from  the  throne* 

On  the  other  hand,  if  you  have  thus  washed  in  the  foun¬ 
tain  opened  for  sin  and  for  uncleanness ;  if  you  are  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  justifying  righteousness  of  Christ  to  cover  your 
guilt,  and  his  sanctifying  righteousness  to  cleanse  you  from 
your  pollutions,  you  may  be  comforted.  There  is  now  no 
condemnation  to  them  which  are  in  Christ  Jesus,  who  walk 
not  after  the  flesh,  but  after  the  Spirit.  For  the  law  of  the 
Spirit  of  life  in  Christ  Jesus,  hath  made  them  free  from  the 
law  of  sin  and  death.*  The  thunders  of  Sinai  have  spent 
their  rage  upon  your  Substitute  ;  to  you,  therefore,  they  shall 
prove  harmless. 

.You  have  indeed,  daily,  much  pollution  and  infirmity  to 
lament.  But  it  is  your  privilege,  constantly  to  repair  to  the 
opened,  the  crystal  fountain.  You  are  indeed  polluted  in 
yourself,  but  the  sea  of  glass  before  the  throne  is  clear. 
You  are  indeed  very,  very  guilty,  but  Christ’s  blood  is  a  sea^ 
whose  dimensions  are  sufficient,  and  whose  qualities  are  suited 
to  wash  all  your  guilt  away.  And  you  may  think  yourself.at  an 
infinite  distance  from  God,  but  this  sea  conducts  you  imme¬ 
diately  to  that  throne  of  grace  upon  which  he  is  seated.  In 
view  of  this  sea,  therefore,  we  may  well  apply  the  declaration 
of  Jehovah  Jesus,  “  Come  now,  and  let  us  reason  together. 
Though  your  sins  be  as  scarlet,  they  shall  be  as  white  as  snow ; 
though  they  be  red  like  crimson,  they  shall  be  as  vvool.f  Or 
that  equally  precious  one  of  the  apostle,  If  any  man  sin,  we 
have  an  Advocate  with  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ  the  righteous.; 
and  he  is  the  propitiation  for  our  sins.J 


V  *  Rom.  viii.  1,  2.  f  Isaiah  i.  18. 


1  I  John  ii.  1,  2. 
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In  the  merits  of  his  blood;  and  the  efficacy  of  his  grace  and 
intercession,  place  your  trust,  and  all  your  backslidings  shall 
be  healed.  Trust  to  this,  and  you  shall  be  preserved  blame¬ 
less  until  the  coming  of  our  Lord ;  and  then  you  shall  unite 
with  the  unnumbered  host  of  the  redeemed  in  the  glorified 
anthem.  Worthy  is  the  Lamb,  that  was  slain  to  receive  power, 
and  riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honour,  and  glory, 
and  blessing — For  thou  wast  slain,  and  hast  redeemed  us  to 
God  by  thy  blood. 


REVIEW. 

1.  A  Brief  View  of  Facts  which  gave  rise  to  the  Nexc-York 
Evangelical  Missionary  Society  of  Young  Men,  together 
with  the  Constitution.  Published  by  direction  of  the  Society, 
New-York.  Day  &:  Turner.  1817.  8vo.  pp.  20. 

2.  History  of  the  Young  Men^s  Missionary  Society  of  JVew- 
York,  containing  a  correct  account  of  the  recent  controversy 
respecting  Hopkinsian  Doctrines.  Published  by  order  of  the 
Society.  D.  Fanshaw.  1817.  8vo.  pp.  40. 

We  take  these  two  pamphlets  together,  because  they  re¬ 
late  to  the  same  event — the  first  actual  schism  effected  by  Hop¬ 
kinsian  doctrines  in  the  city  of  New-York.  The  organization 
of  a  Missionary^  Society,  with  design  to  patronize  and  propa¬ 
gate  these  doctrines,  forms  an  era,  in  the  religious  history  of 
this  city,  to  which  the  ecclesiastical  historian  may  hereafter 
find  it  necessary  to  refer.  We  have  now,  before  us,  two  dis¬ 
tinct,  and,  in  some  instances,  contradictory"  accounts  of  the 
event :  but  it  may  be  of  use,  as  introductory  to  our  review  of 
these  productions,  to  make  some  retrospective  remarks. 

The  five  religious  denominations  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
which  have  assumed  the  Presbyterian  polity,  had  dwelt  to¬ 
gether  in  equal  friendship  and  harmony  for  many  years.  The 
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Presbyterian  Church,  the  Reformed  Dutch  Church,  the  Asso¬ 
ciate  Reformed  Church,  the  Associate  Church,  and  the  Re¬ 
formed  Presbyterian  Church — Each  of  these  denominations, 
having  its  own  distinct  organization,  always  laboured  to  maintain 
and  to  promote  its  own  individual  prosperity  :  but  all  rejoiced 
in  the  success  of  each,  and  provoking  one  another  to  love  and  to 
good  ivorksj  they  proceeded,  growing  up  together,  some  with 
greater  and  some  with  less  rapidity,  and  without  personal  liti¬ 
gation  or  public  strife,  to  mar  their  harmony  in  the  holy  doc¬ 
trines  of  their  common  salvation.  The  ministers  lived  in 
habits  of  private  and  intimate  friendship  ;  and  their  people, 
generally,  either  set  or  copied  the  example.  They  indulged 
a  free  and  frequent  interchange  of  Christian  fellowship  ;  and, 
such  as  deemed  it  both  prudent  and  consistent  with  public 
ecclesiastical  order,  held  occasional  communion  with  each  - 
other,  in  ministerial  services,  and  in  the  ordinance  of  the 
Lord’s  Supper.  Private  Christians  made  their  profession  of 
godliness  in  the  Church  to  which  their  affections  inclined  ;  and 
in  the  exercise  of  those  rights,  which  are  guaranteed  to  them 
by  the  laws  of  the  land,  they  continued  in  their  religious  con¬ 
nexion,  or  changed  it,  at  their  discretion,  without  affecting  the 
intimacy  or  alienating  the  friendships  of  the  different  Pastors. 

The  Presbyterian  Ministers  of  New-York,  it  is  true,  looked 
with  some  alarm  at  the  prevalence,  in  many  of  the  New^- 
England  Churches,  of  certain  opinions,  which  they  deemed  of 
dangerous  tendency  to  the  interests  of  true  religion — opinions 
which  they  judged  to  be  not  only  a  deviation  from  the  faith  of 
the  ancient  Puritans  who  planted  those  Churches,  and  from 
the  acknowledged  Standards  of  all  the  Churches  of  the  Re¬ 
formation,  but  also  at  variance  with  the  scriptural  doctrine. 
They  perceived,  with  regret,  an  acute  and  enterprising  people 
misled  with  the  reasonings  of  science  falsely  so  called,  and 
growing  up  in  habits  of  substituting  for  the  forms  of  sound 
words,  which  the  Reformers  employed  in  public  instruction,  the 
more  general  and  indefinite  phraseology,  which  the  loose  philo¬ 
sophy  of  the  seventeenth  century  had  rendered  current  among 
writers  upon  moral  subjects.  They  beheld,  w’ith  anxiety,  cur- 
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rency  giv-en,  in  their  countr)',  and  among  a  people  so  closely 
connected  with  them,  to  those  indistinct  notions  of  theology 
which  are  commonly  denominated  Hopkinsian  tenets. 

Dr.  Hopkins  6rst  embodied  into  a  system  of  theology, 
otherwise  Calvinistic,  a  few  of  those  opinions  borrowed  from 
the  ancient  Controversialists  of  the  European  continent.  \\  ho 
could  see,  without  concern,  the  Pastors  of  the  Churches  pro¬ 
fessing  to  believe  (and  probably  sincere  in  tlieir  profession) 
with  such  men  as  Calvin,  Ursinus,  Owen,  and  Edwards,  while, 
in  the  very  important  articles  of  Christian  doctrine,  they  dif¬ 
fered  entirely  from  those  eminent  men,  and  while  they  che¬ 
rished  seniiinents  which  had  been,  often,  before  exposed  and 
refuted  by  the  word  of  God,  although  to  them  they  now  ap- 
f  peared  in  all  the  charms  of  novelty  ?  It  must,  however,  be 
confessed,  that  if  we  find  no  new  ideas  in  the  system  of  Hop- 
kinsianism,  as  at  present  existing,  we  do  behold  the  long  line 
which  separated  the  must  extravagant  Supralapsarians  from 
the  disciples  of  Arminius,  so  turned  and  twisted  together,  by 
ingenious  hands,  as  to  make  both  extremes  meet  and  adhere. 

There  were,  indeed,  certain  existing  circumstances,  which 
tended  to  allay  the  apprehensions  of  the  Ministers  of  New- 
York  at  the  time  of  which  we  speak.  It  was  seen,  with  plea¬ 
sure,  that,  in  the  Eastern  States,  there  was  still  a  great  body  of 
pious  and  intelligent  people,  strongly  attached  to  the  faith  of 
their  fathers,  who,  if  they  did  not  oppose  the  New  Divinity, 
were  either  not  zealous  in  its  propagation,  or  unacquainted 
with  its  peculiarities.  The  ministers,  themselves,  were  known 
to  be,  in  general,  men  of  correct  habits,  and  honest  designs ; 
and  many  of  them  possessed  of  distinguished  talents  and  piety. 
They  were  far  from  being  united  in  Hopkinsian  doctrine.  The 
Lord  of  the  world,  too,  appeared,  from  time  to  time,  to  shine 
upon  his  Churches,  in  that  part,  as  well  as  in  other  parts  of 
our  country,  and  to  give  them  awakening  and  refreshing 
seasons,  owning  with  his  blessing  those  plain  truths  which 
flowed  from  the  heart  in  despite  of  the  obliquities  of  intellect 
occasioned  by  the  perplexed  subtleties  of  misguided  reason¬ 
ings.  There  was,  moreover,  ground  to  hope,  that  through  the 


instrumentality  of  the  many  excellent  and  distinguished  Di¬ 
vines,  who  then  served  the  Church  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
their  people  would  be  so  well  indoctrinated,  and  so  habituated 
to  primitive  truth  and  order  that  no  apprehension  could  exist 
of  a  speedy  defection  from  the  faith.  No  human  sagacity 
could  have  foreseen  the  change  which  was  brought  about  in  a 
very  few  years  in  the  ministry  of  the  Churches  in  this  city. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Rodgers,  Dr.  Livingston,  Dr.  M’Knight,  Dr. 
Linn,  Dr.  Abeel,  and  Dr.  Miller,  were  removed  by  death,  or 
called  to  occupy  important  stations  in  other  parts  of  the 
Church.  Since  their  day,  all  efforts  to  preserve  harmony  in 
doctrine,  or  establish  reciprocal  and  confidential  friendship 
have  failed. 

Discord  prevails,  and  the  spirit  of  private  party  succeeds  to 
the  place  of  practical  disinterestedness.  Symptoms  of  tliis 
state  of  things  have  existed  for  several  years.  These  came 
first  into  notice  in  the  dissolution  of  what  was  called  the  Cleri¬ 
cal  Association,  and  afterward  in  the  extraordinary  prosecu¬ 
tion  carried  on  against  the  author  of  The  Contrast  of  Cal- 
vinistlc  and  Hopkinsian  doctrines,  the  Rev.  Ezra  S.  Ely, 
before  the  Presbytery  of  New-York.  The  unhappy  effects  of 
party  spirit  appear  in  the  alienation  of  Christian  affection  ;  and 
in  the  disruption  of  the  ties  of  former  friendship.  There  are 
instances  of  Christians  who,  in  the  day  of  their  anxiety  for  the 
consolations  of  the  grace  of  God,  unbosomed  their  feelings  to 
certain  pastors,  and  derived  instruction  and  comfort  from 
their  doctrines,  who,  now,  have  enrolled  their  names  with  the 
Hopkinsian  band,  in  publicly  denouncing  their  former  friends, 
as  men  of  an  intolerant  spirit,  resolved  to  burden  the  Church  of 
Christ  ivith  incoherent  and  unintelligible  dogmas ;  while  it  is  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  these  ministers  preach  and  teach  the  same 
doctrines  wdiich  they  have  uniformly  taught  from  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  their  public  ministry.  Tempora  mutaniur  et 
nos  mutamur  cum  illis* 

The  history  of  the  rupture,,  to  w  hich  the  pamphlets  before 
us  refer,  is  short.  Mr.  Samuel  Hanson  Cox,  whose  trials  for 
license  before  the  Presbytery  of  Philadelphia  were  arrested  on 
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account  of  some  Hopkiusian  tenets,  was,  under  the  patronage 
of  the  Rev.  (Jarcliner  Spring,  passed  through  the  Presbytery  of 
New-York  ;  and  his  patron,  who  had  him  some  time  under  his 
own  tuition,  was  desirous  to  find  him  employment  and  a  salary. 
Mr.  Spring  accordingly  proposed  Mr.  Cox  to  the  Young  Men’s 
Missionary  Society  of  New-York.  The  Committee  of  Mis¬ 
sions,  intrusted  with  the  power  of  examining  candidates, 
thought  proper  to  examine  Mr.  Cox  before  they  would  recom¬ 
mend  him  to  the  service.  Mr.  Spring,  at  that  time  Chairman 
of  the  Committee,  proposed  an  examination  by  proxy  ;  and 
oflfered  himself  as  the  substitute  for  his  pupil,  Mr.  Cox.*  The 
Committee,  with  some  reluctance,  accepted  the  offer;  ex¬ 
amined  the  teacher  for  the  taught ;  but  did  not  sustain  the  ex¬ 
amination.  The  Chairman,  as  was  very  natural,  was  displeased 
with  this  decision  :  his  personal  friends  in  the  Society  took  it 
as  an  insult;  and  defied  the  Committee  and  their  friends  to 
public  combat.  The  Hopkinsian  doctrines  were  of  course 
made  the  subject  of  controversy.  The  Society  decided  in 
favour  of  the  Calvioistic  system,  and  Mr.  Spring  and  his  friends 
seceded,  and  organized  an  opposition  Society,  appointing  Mr. 
Cox  forthwith  their  Missionary. 

The  first  of  the  two  pamphlets  before  us,  is  written  in  a  style 
of  impassioned  declamation,  and  not  very  courteous.  We 
quote  from  page  16,  in  which,  it  would  seem  to  us,  as  if 
the  wTiter,  in  order  to  effect  a  very  splendid  peroration,  had 
coUected  all  those  energies  which  had  been  awakened  during 
the  struggle  which  he  had  with  mighty  men  of  “  intolerant 
bigotry,”  who  had  ‘‘  cloven  the  temple  with  a  ruthful  blow.” 

“It  has  been  an  event  which  in  pro  pect  we  deplored,  and 
which  in  its  approaches  has  been  resisted  by  every  expedient  which 
truth  and  charity  could  dictate.  It  has  been  a  struggle  for  all  that 

*  This  is  aa  instance  o(  extraordinary  tactics.  Should  the  example  be  fol¬ 
lowed  bv  the  Colleges  and  the  Courts,  we  should  have  an  able  set  of  examioa- 
tioDS,  but  probably  a  feeble  set  of  licentiates.  We  do  not  know  which  is  mo«tt 
to  be  censured,  the  assoraoce  which  sboold  propose  to  examine  the  tutor  for 
the  pnpil,  or  the  tameness  which  would  submit  to  such  absurdity.  TIappily  in 
this  case  the  precedent  is  not  dangerons,  seeing  the  teacher  himself  did  not 
stand  the  test 
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is  dear  in  religious  liberty.  It  has  been  a  conflict  for  gospel  truths 
It  has  been  the  birth-pang  of  the  daughter  of  Zion  for  the  souls  of 
the  HeathenJ*^^ 

The  writer  proceeds,  and  lifting  up  the  mantle  of  a  late  dis¬ 
tinguished  orator  of  our  own  city,  upon  an  occasion  of  almost 
equal  importance,  he  exclaims, 

“  The  agony  is  over.  We  are  troubled  on  every  side,  yet  not 
distressed  ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in  despair  ;  persecuted,  but 
not  forsaken;  cast  down,  but  not  destroyed.  Though  disfranchised, 
we  inherit ;  though  excommunicated,  we  commune ;  though  ampu¬ 
tated  from  the  body,  we  hold  the  head. — It  is  of  little  purpose  that 
we  should  be  thought  to  have  gained  the  victory  ;  it  is  sufficient  to 
have  gained  a  release  from  that  spirit  of  intolerant  bigotry  to  which 
we  are  willing  to  bid  adieu  for  ever.” — Brief  View,  p.  16. 

All  this  is  very  fine ;  but  really  it  does  not  appear  to  us  that 
the  agony  is  yet  over,  with  the  mind  which  dictated  such  a 
rhapsody,  merely  because  the  Young  Men’s  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  did  not  sustain  Mr.  Spring’s  examination,  and  give  an 
appointment  to  Mr.  Cox.  We  cannot  consent  to  have  any 
voluntary  association  of  gentlemen  considered  as  persecutors 
of  others,  merely  because  they  employ  in  their  service  only 
those  whom  they  themselves  approve. 

The  other  pamphlet  which  lies  before  us  appeared  some 
weeks  after  the  first*  It  is  written  in  a  plain  style,  with  a  mild 
spirit,  and  very  much  in  the  manner  of  a  man  of  business,  who 
prefers  the  simple  truth,  in  relating  his  story,  to  any  effort  at 
producing  stage  effect.  There  is  nothing  like  a  haughty  or 
intolerant  disposition,  nothing  like  agony,  or  even  recrimination, 
displayed  in  its  composition.  Indeed  the  Hopkinsian  party 
must  have  expended  all  their  patience,  and  the  old  Calvinists 
all  their  intolerance,  before  they  commenced  writing  their  re¬ 
spective.  histories  ;  for  it  is  obvious,  from  a  comparison  of  the 
style  and  the  statements  of  the  two  pamphlets,  that  all  the 
tameness  is  with  the  latter  party,  and  all  the  fierceness  with  the 
former.  Appearances,  however,  we  confess,  are  often  decep¬ 
tive  ;  and  it  is  not  always  the  stroke,  which  is  accompanied 

♦  Mr.  Cox  was  sent  to  preach  to  the  people  of  Niit' Jersey, 
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with  the  greatest  flourish  and  the  most  noise,  that  cuts  the 
deepest. 

There  are  some  statements  of  matter  of  fact,  in  the  two 
documents  under  review,  which  would,  at  first,  leave  the  im¬ 
pression  on  the  mind  of  the  reader,  that  one  of  the  parties  had 
done  violence  to  the  ninth  commandment.  There  are  indeed 
frequent  contradictions  ;  but  it  is  possible,  perhaps,  and,  sure¬ 
ly,  it  is  desimble,  if  possible,  to  account  for  them,  without  any 
implication  of  veracity.  We  shall  at  any  rate  make  the  at¬ 
tempt. 

“  Circumstances  of  no  equivocal  import  very  early  indicated  that 
there  were  some  unhappy  jealousies  in  the  Board  of  Directors  on  the 
subject  of  Christian  Theology — These  miserable,  jealousies  had 
never  slept.^^ — Brief  Fiexv,  p.  4, 

“  The  spirit  of  unanimity  did  not  appear  to  have  forsaken  us. 
Especially  in  the  Board  of  Directors,  the  members  seemed  to  feel 
as  brethren.  The  majority  felt  no  jealousies y  nor  suspected  them  to 
exist  in  the  minority.*’ — History^  p.  7. 

Here  is,  no  doubt,  a  contradiction :  but  we  think  it  is  more 
apparent  than  real.  Jealousies  are  well  described,  by  the 
one  party,  as  sleeplessy  unhappy,  and  mistrahle  companions^ 
Whether  this  description  proceeds  from  experience,  or  an  ab¬ 
stract  knowledge  of  the  operations  of  the  human  mind,  its  ac¬ 
curacy  is  unquestionable.  Ambitious  and  restless  men  are 
doomed  in  providence  to  such  unhappine^^s  ;  and  if  the  simple 
and  unsuspecting  are  generally  worsted  by  their  adversaries, 
they  seem  to  us,  upon  the  whole,  to  have  quite  as  much  felicity 
as  designing  men.  Tliere  is  some  truth  in  the  old  proverb, 
Honesty  is  the  best  policy.  Of  the  problem  before  us,  rather 
than  suspect  the  veracity  of  either  statement,  we  would  give  a 
hypothetical  solution.  If  one  of  the  parties  happened  to  be 
conscious  of  jealousy,  and  felt  the  accompanying  miser}',  it 
was  natural  to  infer  that  the  other  was  jealous  also.  W  hat 
more  natural,  for  one  who  distrusts  himself,  than  to  imagine 
that  he  is  distrusted  by  others  ^  The  History  before  us  seems 
to  justify  our  hypothesis,  by  mentioning  that  the  Rev.  Mr. 
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iJpring  expressed  his  willingness  to  receive  the  first  article  of 
the  original  constitution,  putting  his  own  construction  upon  it. 

Every  set  of  words  may  be  safely  subscribed  by  any  man, 
who  is  permitted,  whatever  may  be  their  ordinary  meaning,  to 
attach  his  own  ideas  to  them  :  but  there  must  be  some  jealousy 
where  there  is  a  consciousness  of  equivocation ;  and  might  it 
not  then  have  been  written  in  truth,  “  These  miserable  jea¬ 
lousies  had  never  slept 

“  They  entreated  them  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  grand  object  of 
the  institution,  and  forget  the  claims  of  the  perishing  Heathen.^^ 

Brief  View^  p,  10. 

“  It  was  determined”  (at  the  separation  of  the  Young  Men’s  Mis¬ 
sionary  Society  from  the  New-York  Missionary  Society)  “  that  the 
efforts  of  the  former  should  be  directed  towards  the  destitute  Whites 
in  any  part  of  our  country^  where  missionary  service  should  be 
thought  most  useful.” — History^  p.  6. 

Here  too  the  contradiction  may  be  only  apparent :  for  by 
the  right  of  construction  the  American  whites  may  be  denomi¬ 
nated  Heathen. 

“  The  Rev.  Arthur  J.  Stansbury  had  called  upon  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Mathews,  and  stated,  that  having  been  disannexed  from  his  former 
pastoral  charge,  he  was  at  that  time  without  regular  employment  as 
a  minister.  A  mission  for  some  months  in  the  employment  of  the 
Young  Men's  Missionary  Society  was  proposed  to  him,  and  he  im¬ 
mediately  signified  his  consent,  should  the  Board  think  proper  to 
appoint  him.  It  was  replied,  that  he  would  be  proposed,  and  with 
that  expectation  he  left  the  city.” — History^  p.  8. 

In  contradiction  to  this  statement,  the  opposite  party  affirm, 
that 

“  The  object  to  be  secured  by  the  majority,  was  not  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  Mr.  Stansbury,  so  much  as  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Cox.” 

Brief  Fieu\  p.  5. 

Here,  to  be  sure,  the  parties  are  at  issue.  The  one  affirms, 
and  the  other  denies.  It  would  appear  to  us,  with  no  other 
aid  than  common  sense  to  guide  us,  that  IMr.  Mathews  knew 
best  what  conversation  he  had  himself  held  with  IMr.  Stans- 
buiy :  and  that  of  course  the  charge  brought  against  him  and 
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his  coadjutors,  by  the  New  Association,  has  really  no  founda¬ 
tion  in  fact.  But,  yet,  with  the  right  of  construction,  the 
whole  may  be  explained  away. 

It  is  often  good  policy  to  provide  before-hand  a  door  of 
escape  from  dilemmas  or  other  difficulties  :  and  there  is  no 
method  so  well  calculated  to  answer  this  puqiose,  as  to  be  in 
the  habits,  on  all  very  important  occasions,  of  using  equivocal 
expressions  ;  or,  in  case  the  form  of  words  be  definite,  to  assent 
to  them  with  a  secret  respir  ation.  One  is,  in  this  way,  always 
left  at  liberty,  notwithstanding  contracts,  to  use  his  time,  his 
property,  and  his  other  talents,  for  the  general  good^  without 
involvins:  himself  in  what  are  termed  inconsistencies.*  This  is 
the  mode  of  reasoning  by  which  they,  who  would  set  aside  as 
sinful,  the  exercise  of  the  private  affections,  and  resolve  all 
virtue  into  a  resjard  for  abstract  beinsr^  satisfv  themselves  while 
overlooking  whatsoever  is  included  in  punctuality  to  pledged 
veracity.  If  this  plan  of  action  were  to  become  general,  it  is 
obvious  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  leases,  deeds,  mortgages, 
and  titles  whatsoever;  there  would  be  an  end  to  all  creeds, 
and  confessions,  and  bonds,  and  contracts,  and  bargains,  and 
commerce;  an  end  to  the  marriage  covenant  itself, to  all  person¬ 
al  confidence,  and,  of  course,  to  civilized  society.  It  is  probable 
that  Godwin,  himself,  intended  that  this  rule  of  virtue  should 
be  confined  to  those  master  spirits  who  are  qualified  to  be  the 
guardians  of  general  being,  and  so  should  be  at  liberty  to  dis¬ 
pense  with  the  ordinary  laws  of  morality  :  and  we  think  that 
ever}'  member,  even  of  the  New  Society,  exercising  for  himself 

♦  WTiy  should  we  observe  our  promises  ?  The  only  answer  that  can  be 
made  is,  because  it  tends  to  the  tceifare  of  intelligent  bein/fs.  Can  my  engage¬ 
ment  always  render  that  which  before  was  injurious,  agreeable  to,  and  that 
which  was  beneficial,  the  opposite  of  duty?  Promises  are^  absolutely  consider¬ 
ed,  an  evil,  and  stand  in  opposition  to  the  genuine  and  wholesome  exercise  of 
an  intellectual  nature.  If,  therefore,  right  motives  and  a  pure  intention  are 
constituent  parts  of  virtue,  promises  are  clearly  at  variance  with  virtue.  Every 
promise  is  considered  as  given  under  a  reserve  for  unforeseen  and  imperious  cir¬ 
cumstances.  Every  engagement,  into  which  I  have  entered,  an  adherence  to 
which  I  shall  afterwards  find  to  be  a  material  obstacle  to  my  utility,  ought  to  he 
v^latedy^^Codicin's  Political  Jutfict. 


8t 


AND  REVIEW; 

ihe  right  of  mental  reservation,  would  be  satisfied  that  his 
associates  were  explicit  in  their  declarations,  and  true  to  their 
engagements  with  him. 

Among  the  positive  contradictions,  in  the  statement  of  facts, 
which  appear  upon  comparing  these  two  pamphlets,  the  most 
extraordinary,  and  the  last  of  which  we  shall  take  notice,  is  that 
which  respects  an  appeal  to  the  Holy  Scriptures.  An  at¬ 
tempt,  in  this  age  of  Bible  Societies,  to  proscribe  the  sacred 
volume,  by  forbidding  quotations  from  it  in  proof  of  Christian 
doctrine,  is  so  very  great  an  absurdity  that  it  is  difficult  to  be¬ 
lieve  any  Protestant  Minister  could  be  guilty  of  such  an  insult 
to  any  Christian  Assembly.  It  would  have  been  impious  to 
wish  for  such  proscription  ;  and  it  is  a  bold  impiety  which 
would  express  publicly  such  a  desire. 

“  They  (the  Hopkinsians)  were  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  a 
reverend  gentleman  of  the  majority  (the  Calvinists)  rise  and  ex¬ 
press  his  hope,  that  if  any  person  should  introduce  arguments  from 
the  Bible  in  support  of  his  positions,  he  should  be  considered  out 
of  order.  Nor  w’as  their  mortification  diminished,  to  hear  another 
reverend  gentleman  of  the  majority  concur  in  this  extraordinary 
proposal.” — Brief  View  of  Facts,  pp.  1^,  13. 

This  is  the  charge ;  and  an  extraordinary  one  it  is.  We 
disclaim  entirely,  as  the  representatives  of  the  orthodox  in 
this  good  city,  every  man  capable  of  making  such  a  proposal : 
for  assuredly  he  is  unworthy  of  a  rank  among  the  witnesses  of 
the  Reformation.  The  charge  is,  indeed,  denied  by  the  Cal¬ 
vinists,  in  pp.  20,  21,  of  the  History:  and  the  best  solution 
which  we  can  give  of  the  contradiction  is  a  reference  to  the 
right  of  construing  words  differently  from  their  ordinary  usage. 

We  cannot  close  our  remarks  upon  the  documents  before  us, 
without  adverting  to  the  charge  of  intolerance,  urged  so  fiercely 
by  the  new  Society  against  the  old,  and  repelled  so  softly  by 
the  latter.  “  Sectarian  prejudices” — “  The  littleness  of  party 
distinctions” — ‘‘The  spirit  of  alienation  and  bigotry” — “  That 
spirit  of  intolerant  bigotry,”  &ic.  &ic.  are  the  phrases  by  which 
the  Hopkinsians.  describe  the  disposition  of  the  Calvinists  in 
New-York  in  the  years  1816  and  1617.  Had  lived  at  a 
VoL.  I. ...No.  2.  6 
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distance  from  Nevv-York,.  without  any  knowledge  of  the  vigi¬ 
lance  of  its  magistracy,  and  the  excellence  of  its  police ;  had 
we  been  ignorant  of  the  abundant  peace  in  which  every  reli¬ 
gious  denomination  lives  with  every  other,  we  should  be  alarm¬ 
ed  at  such  representations,  lest  something  like  the  revocation 
of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  another  St.  Bartholomew’s,  or  the  mas¬ 
sacres  of  Nismes,  might  approach  our  doors.  When,  however, 
we  reflect,  that  nothing  more,  has  happened,  than  that  some 
religious  young  men  assembled  peaceably  for  deliberation  up¬ 
on  missionary  plans,  refused,  upon  examination  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Spring,  to  vote  that  he  is  orthodox,  and  so  appoint  his  pu¬ 
pil,  Mr.  Cox,  to  a  mission,  we  confess  that  we  feel  some  sur¬ 
prise  that  any  one  should  raise  the  cry  of  persecution  in  our 
city. 

Besides,  it  is  manifest,  that  they  who  gave  the  alarm  w^erc 
themselves  the  aggressors.  The  Young  Men’s  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety  were  originally  a  Calvinistic  association.  Their  Consti¬ 
tution  is  Calvinistic.  The  minority  urged  the  appointment  of 
Mr.  Cox ;  they  proposed  that  he  be  examined  by  proxy ;  they 
urged  upon  a  reluctant  majority  the  debates  about  doctrine  ; 
they  urged  on  to  every  step  ;  and  then,  because  tlie  minority 
could  not  persuade  the  majority  to  relinquish  their  own  senti¬ 
ments,  they  are  posted  up  before  the  world  as  intolerant  bigots  ; 
and  the  new  Society  appeal,  to  that  public,  for  the  compassion 
due  to  a  persecuted  people.  There  may  be  some  art  in  this 
kind  of  management ;  but  it  is  unworthy  of  those  who  act  for 
eternity. 

The  history  of  those  arts,  wdiich  avail  for  some  immediate 
temporary  purpose,  is  confessedly  of  less  consequence,  than 
the  statement  given  of  Christian  doctrines.  Principles  arc 
permanent.  We  see  with  regret,  that  in  one  of  these  pam¬ 
phlets  a  caricature  is  given  instead  of  a  fair  statement  of  Cal¬ 
vinistic  principles :  and  that  in  the  other  the  error  is  not  suffi¬ 
ciently  corrected ;  nor  is  the  evangelical  doctrine  maintained, 
with  all  that  energy,  which' we  had  a  right  to  expect  on  the 
occasion.  It  is  painful  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  repelling 
unjust  accusations ;  and  as  the  misiatement  of  the  doctrines 
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tiaught  in  the  Presbyterian  Churches  in  this  city  comes  before 
the  public  sanctioned  by  respectable  names,  a  Review  of  them 
is  indispensable;  It  is  questionable,  indeed,  whether  all,  whose 
names,  as  oflScers,  managers,  and  honorary  directors,  of  what 
is,  strangely  enough,  called  The  Evangelical  Missionary  Soci¬ 
ety  of  Young  Men,  are  published  with  the  Constitution,  gave 
their  assent  to  charges  so  indelicately,  as  well  as  unjustly,  pre¬ 
ferred  against  several  members  of  the  Presbytery  of  New-York, 
and  against  all  the  ministers  of  the  other  Presbyterian  Churches, 
in  the  pamphlet  called  a  Brief  View,  &;c.  We  know  many  of 
those  men,  whose  names  are  annexed  to  this  work  :  we  love 
them ;  and  we  feel  confident  that,  individually,  they  are  in¬ 
capable  of  misrepresentation  and  calumny :  and  yet,  collect¬ 
ively,  they  seem  to  have  yielded -the  sanction  of  their  names 
to  a  charge  which  implicates  all  the  ministers  referred  to,  in 
very  high  crimes — icith  local  intolerance^  resolved  td  burden  the 
Church  with  incoherent  and  unintelligible  dogmas.  As  if  they 
could  not  be  satisfied  with  this  general  charge,  so  courteously 
preferred  against  their  friends  and  their  pastors,  they  descend 
to  specifications^  and,  in  six  distinct  propositions,  proclaim  to  the 
world  the  faith  of  them  whom  they  oppose.  We  transcribe 
them,  verbatim^  in  perpetuam  rei  memoriami 

1.  “  We  actually  sinned  in  Eden,  six  thousand  years  before  we 
were  born.  2.  The  inability  of  the  unregenerate  to  comply  with 
the  terms  of  salvation,  is  the  same  as  their  inability  to  pluck  the 
sun  from  his  orbit.  3.  The  depravity  of  man  destroys  his  accoiint- 
ableness.  4.  The  atonement  is  made  exclusively  for  the  elect.  5. 
The  elect  are  invested  with  a  title  to  eternal  life,  on  principles  of 
distributive  justice,  and  that  while  destitute  of  regenerating  and 
sanctifying  grace.  6.  The  Christian’s  love  of  Gqd  is  founded  in 
selfishness,  as  completely  as  the  miser^s  love  of  goldJ^^  Brief  View ^ 

•  pp.  6,  7. 

These  propositions  are  all  distinctly  expressed :  but  as  it 
happens,  that,  with  the  exception  of  one,  they  are  charged  er¬ 
roneously  upon  the  ministers  of  New-York,  it  might  be  deemed 
sufficient  to  declare  that  this  is  the  case.  The  4th  is  the  only 
one  of  the  six  that  is  true.  All  the  rest  are  caricatubfs  ; 
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anJ  the  fact  ©t*  charging  them,  upon  any  one  to  whom  they 
are  intended  to  apply,  is  calumny.  The  4th  is  true,  and  the 
charge  is  just.  ‘‘The  atonement  is  made  exclusively  for  the 
elect.'’  This  doctrine,  however,  is  taught,  not  with  an  intole¬ 
rant  spirit,  but  with  love  and  delight ;  not  as  a  burden  to  the 
Church,  but  as  a  matter  of  joy  unspeakable,  and  full  of  glory. 
It  may  be  called  a  dogma^  it  is  true ;  but  we  cannot  conjecture 
what  thev  have  done  with  their  own  intellect,  who  declare  the 
proposition,  in  itself,  ‘•incoherent  or  unintelligible.”  Few 
words  are  more  easily  understood,  or,  in  fact,  better  understood, 
by  friends  and  foes,  than  these  words,  “  The  atonement  is  made 
exclusively  for  the  elect.”  The  proposition,  moreover,  which 
the  Hopkinslans  oppose  to  this,  appears  itself  rather  more  to 
deserve  the  character  of  incoherent  and  unintelligible.  It  is 
in  these  words,  p.  7.  of  the  Brief  View,  “  The  atonement  is 
unlimited  in  its  nature,  and  limited  only  in  its  appli(^tion.’' 
We  doubt  verv  much  whether  anv  two  men  in  New-York 

It  « 

would  agree,  without  previous  concert,  in  declaring  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  these  expressions.  Were  they  asked,  what  is  atone¬ 
ment  :  What  is  the  nature  of  Christ’s  atonement  :  How  is  that 
nature  unlimited  ?  What  is  the  application  of  the  atonement  : 
How  comes  that  which  is  in  its  nature  unlimited,  to  be  limited 
in  its  application  C  What  is  the  use  or  w  orth  of  the  unapplied 
atonement?  We  suspect,  even  the  Hopkinslans  would  be  puz¬ 
zled  in  giving  intelligible  and  coherent  answers.  Let  them 
make  the  experiment.  By  examining  one  another  they  can 
test  the  truth  of  this  remark.  If  we  understand  the  meaning 
of  the  assertion,  “  the  atonement  is  limited  in  its  application,” 
it  amounts  to  this,  the  atonement  is  applied  exclusively  io 
the  elect;  and  in  that  case  v.e  are  furnished  with  this  con- 
trast. 


The  Culviiiistic  Principle,  j 

Christ  made  atonement  exclu-j 
sivelv  for  the  sins  of  the  elect  of; 

i 

God. 


Tne  Ilypkinsian  Principle. 
The  atonement  made  bv  Christ 
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for  sin  is  applied  exclunvebj  lo 
the  elect  of  God. 


Now  we  wish  to  know  v.hat  but  obscurity  or  evasion  is  gained 
by  the  Hopkinslan  statement  ?  Ft  will  be  granted,  that  Chii-t 


\{ 


\ND  ilEVJKW^  35 

s  God  manifested  in  the  flesh — omniscient,  unchangeable,  and 
omnipotent.  Therefore,  if  Christ’s  atonement  is  applied  exclu- 
1y  to  the  elect,  it  was  designed  to  be  so  applied.  It  was  un¬ 
changeably  and  that  Christ’s  atonement 

be  limited^  in  its  application^  to  the  elect.  Christ,  in  making  the 
atonement,  and  God  the  Father,  in  providing  his  Son  to  make 
atonement,  determined  that  it  should  he  applied^  exclusively^  to 
the  elect.  Is  not,  then,  the  whole  benefit  of  Christ’s  atonement 
limited^  in  the  purpose  both  of  God  and  of  Christ,  to  the  elect? 
And  wliat  atonement  is  that  which  is  not  applied,  which  never 
was  intended  to  be  applied,  which  is  without  any  use  in  the 
Christian  system  ?  Is  this  the  Hopkinsian  atonement  ? 

We  urge  this  point  no  further:  but  we  will  not  close  the 
Review,  without  warning  the  Presbyterian  Churches  of  New- 
Vork  of  their  danger  from  party  spirit.  A  day  of  trial  ap¬ 
proaches.  Adherence,  faithful  adherence,  to  the  attainments 
of  the  Reformation,  is,  under  the  blessing  of  God,  the  means 
of  escaping  with  safety.  Let  every  one  make  it  his  business 
to  inquire  with  diligence,  and  maintain  truth  with  fidelity. 
Truth  is  not  local.  Country  and  kindred  are,  without  truth, 
of  no  avail  to  the  salvation  of  the  soul.  The  Fathers  of  the 
Church  call  upon  us  to  imitate  their  example,  and  to  improve 
the  inheritance  transmitted  to  us.  The  pastors  and  the  people 
are  united  by  the  bonds  of  the  word  of  God  and  their  Confes¬ 
sions  of  Faith.  By  these,  let  them  try  ever)^  doctrine.  Let 
them  oppose  innovations  with  discretion  and  firmness :  for  thus 
saith  the  Lord^  Stand  ye  in  the  ways^  and  see,  and  ask  for  the  old 
paths,  where  is  the  good  leay,  and  walk  therein,  and  ye  shall  find 
for  your  souk. 
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^digious  3nrrili5niff. 


Aipftabeiic^i  Lif^  ff  Frw^isianut  ^uricmmy  Siationj  ttiul  Mtsrmmiei  rVrMi^ 

o%i  tx€  l^'orld. 


f C«m/r»M<W /irtwi  ♦'^-1 


CANTON’. 

A  MW-p^n  is  tlr«  Es^inf  d  Cliiaa.  oC  ex?«ar 
»▼€  n?qg»ggfT< .  la'i  ▼«  pc^i«iif»o 

Loyuoy  3tr^royA&f  society.—  K'f 

Ro6(?ft  .Morrisee 

Mr.  M«fTT?ra  Jas  ?i«  Airily  ?«pcr:- 

ttt  d  T rusiadcG  «f>i  Priotl^.  d 

tM  >e«  Te^tuKct  ia  tike  Citatfse  I 
TAos-  thrauzk  tlx^  aieci^*  d  ta*  Bciy  S<nf- 
tMTtik,  ft  WIT  0  Cjt  ck«  ifttrcifstEtioa  d 

^  sft'Tbtt  ii»(>wi«*isc  d  LUe  ftsd  Ismortalicy. 
iato  ftfi  Ean>tr«  calcm’wtfrl  to  poa  ««  tie  ia 
aease  po^aiacioo  nf  boflifre^la  d  aaijcos  Ee 
<!«!  Oso  trft^rstoteil  the  Boos,  o^  Genesis  eati  tae 
Fnias  Re  hssiitewifse  tjciposeti  ftCaiaese 
GnjEMT.  prtKeii  ia  Benfil ;  ftn*i  al»rx*  Ci^ 
!r«5e  !>j(rt30tttry.  wilts  b  icw  priocls*  it 
Mi«:io 

C  APE  COA5T. 

A  ieiasi  Se^  eaeor  ia  ^ew  era  Africa.  aa»ier 
•he  4^n*Ma  Coacftay. 

idCllTJ  PCS.  PSCPjeiTiyG  TSE 
GC^PEL 

Philip  Q.£fti;ie.  Sthee. 

CAPE  TO^K. 

Is  South  Africa 

loyDoy  xissioyis  t  sqciet  t. 

(jtaeze  Tic*  fea?  r«si*> :  here  lere^ai 
rear*,  avi  aoa  bees  useful  te  ft  to  Euro^efto^ 
isii  5-ftrea. 

The  fobcw’r?  fire  Mfis’cnane?  tre  oq  their 
yoTftsra.  to  relsferce  tae  Mssio'W  ia  South 
Africa. 

fcoa  Tayijr.  Eria  Erans  Ri?^Tt  Votfic, 
Hsatti  Erceiincnaa.  Jean 

WESLEY jy  XETEODLSTS. 

Yi<vnAc.aA  Slaw. 

CEiL05f. 

Ttis  e«'.e^ra»i  iyiac  otf  tie  sinth 

•asters  poiac  d  tae  Feaiasujft  of  la^fia.  acw 
wnoilf  ia  poseefflioa  d  the  Hkitisa  Crcwn,  of¬ 
fer?  the  *cst  la^ie  •*«!  anresrrictai  encoc- 
rks.esa*izi.  for  Mii&xaary  Exerticoa-  Ben  toe 
Porta-roese  isii  ihe  r>acli,  wao  fiiCceaerr<*!T 
pceseased  SeTt;e**ac3  aere.  prtoMteii  Chric- 
uaaity  There  ire  acw  ftheut  fy.UW  peT«cc« 
wio  pm^fesB  taeaaei  j^ea  Proterwaar-f.  tmt  tbeut 


WO  R'sna  CachoCies;  bwt  they  klea?  mct 
heacaea  iccioas  isti  practices  wits  their  Cam- 
tioaitT.  Bf  the  WoeTcrieac  eaertios*  of  t.ho 
Chief  Joatice.  the  Hoe  S«r  Aiexit>i<r  Jote- 
itoa.  the  itxte  d  Siarenr  ie  Cejtoe  ie  psA 
ioco  ft  'saia  of  beioc  ipeeililj  ftbofjoM  for 
erer 

cer.r*io. 

U  the  eaphil  of  toe  alaa^i  popwiatioc  fthoct 
iOjSro— iahahifiBta  cftielj  kfcABers.  of  the  sect 
of  BcL^ho. 

Loyooy  MISS loy AST  society.— ikx 

J.  O.  Pftloft. 

^eat  cct  »  1  Msioaerr,  is  acv  zrsister  of  i«e 
D’jitch  CRurch  ia  Coiisho.  Mr  Crhanft  lOti 
Mr  Rea-t  superiaceati  Schocii  ia  MaTURA 
t&f  AVI.  AMGOODY 

BAPTIST  MiiSroyjRT  SOC TET T  —\tl2 
JkxesC  eater,  Thooaas  Griffiths. 

Mr.  Chaccr  aa^  searir  ftaahed  •  Gnzser 
of  the  C  -n  iftiese.  aai  is  acw  able  to  :  reach  ia 
Portagaese  Mr  Griffiths  has  lateir  joiaeij 
1  z 

WESLSTJ.r  SKTBODlSTS.-'Ue. 
Beajizia  Clootk^ 

JAFrWArATAZ. 

WES  LET  jy  XETEODISTS  — Illi. 
iaaee  LwoctL 

■  ArricftLox 

WESLEY  Ay  METHODfSTS -me. 

SALLE 

WESLEY AJ  XETEODISTS  — ifli. 
Thoasas  H.  &;aaaca.  G  Ensiao. 

These  .V BftioaAnes  risit  Mitura 

The  Wesleyia  M  .ssicearies  ire  assated  by 
Mr  A  Araoar,  tad  by  Petrai  Pftod.-tta  Se- 
iftrra,  i  cocrerted  Badiihist  Priest 
F-oa  the  ?axe  Society,  tho  foUoeiaf  Ma- 
4 T^oftries  ai.ed  for  Ceyloa  lad  the  Cast,  ft&il 
irriretl  ta  sifety  at  Giile — ^azael  Broad - 
^>eet.  Rocert  Cvrrer.  CL'jaa  Jackica,  tad  loho 
Ciilftway;  Joca  M'leoaT  harise  arriTcd  be¬ 
fore  theta  frooi  the  C«pe  Tie  fbilowla?  hs'se 
-een  ippoiated  to  the  *aze  featiaatioa  : — W. 
3.  Fox  Thecas  Oiocrae,  Robert  Newstea^l. 
tad  John  Barry, 

From  cae  Acerican  Board  of  Masioas.  there 
hare  3a.ded  for  Ceyfoa  and  the  Case  Uaaiei 
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f'oor,  ■'  Richards,  Horatio  Bardwell,  Ben¬ 
jamin  Meigs,  and  Edward  Warren;  who  are 
safely  arrived,  and  have  been  well  received. 
Two  of  them  will  proceed  to  Bombay,  and 
tbiee  be  appointed  to  Stations  in  Ceylon 
CHINSURAH. 

In  the  province  of  Bengal,  formerly  a  Dutch 
Settlement. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  —1813. 

Robert  May,  J.  D.  Pearaon. 

Mr.  May  has  established  Twenty-four 
Schools,  in  Chinsurah,  Chandernagore,  Calcut¬ 
ta,  and  other  places  in  the  neighbourhood. 
There  are  about  1300  Children  in  these  Schools, 
among  whom  are  25t  sons  of  Brahmins  Mr 
Pearson  is  on  bis  voyage  to  India,  to  as.sist  in 
the  superintendence  of  the  Schools  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  which  are  likely  to  be  greatly  extended, 
and  on  an  improved  plan,  highly  commended 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  country. 

CHlTTAGOiNG. 

A  district  in  the  eastern  extremity  of  Ben¬ 
gal,  on  the  borders  of  the  immense  forests  of 
Teak  wood,  which  divide  the  British  Doinin- 
ons  from  the  Burman  Fimpire.  It  is  about 
-30  miles  E.  from  Calcutta. 

BAPTIST  SOCIETY -~\Z\2. 

- Du  Bmyn. 


CUTWA. 

A  town  in  Bengal,  on  the  wettern  bank  of  the 
Hoogley,  about  75  miles  N.  ©f  Calcutta. 

BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 
William  Carey,  jun. 

Kangalee,  MuChoora,  Vishnuva,  Kanta,  Nd- 
tivet. 

This  Station  was  originally  formed  by  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  in  Ikfi.  Besides  establishing  a 
School,  he  laboured  much,  in  preaching  the 
Word  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  with  consi¬ 
derable  success.  Here  Kangalee  and  Brinda- 
bund,  two  useful  Native  Preachers,  were 
brought  to  believe  in  Christ.  From  this  place 
Mr.  Chamberlain  made  excursions  to  Bcrham- 
pore,  where  he  was  useful  among  the  soldiers ; 
also  to  the  neighliourhood  of  Lakra-koonda,  in 
the  district  of  Beerhboom,  sixty  miles  N.  W. 
of  Cutwa,  where  a  thriving  branch  of  the 
Church,  and  several  Schools,  are  now  estab- 
liblied,  under  the  superintendence  of  Mr.  W. 
Carey,  aided  by  Kangalee  and  other  Native 
Brethren.  Mr.  W.  Carey  has  been  advised  by 
his  Brethren  at  Serampore  to  enlarge  the  num¬ 
ber  of  Schools.  There  arc  a  few  pious  soldiers 
who  have  been  baptized  at  Berhampore  Tbc 
Clergyman  has  given  them  a  place  to  meet  in 
for  worship. 


The  prospect  is  encouraging.  The  people  | 
are  solicitous  for  the  education  of  their  chil- 1 
dren.  Mr.  Du  Bruyn  has  been  successful  in 
gaining  the  confidence  of  the  Mugs,  an  uncivil- 
ized  people,  who  retreated  to  the  mountains  on 
his  first  settling  near  them.  j 

CHUNAR. 


A  town  near  Benares— about  500  miles  from  ' 
Calcutta. 

CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOC/ETF.— 1815. 
William  Bow  ley, 

Born  in  the  country,  was  for  some  time  at 
Agra,  but  is  now  placed  at  Chunar,  where  he  ■ 
is  actively  engaged  in  devising  and  forming ' 
Schools,  for  the  Natives;  having  one  central  j 
f^chool,  and  others  in  the  surrounding  v  ill jges,  | 
at  convenient  distances,  so  as  to  admit  of 


stated  or  occasional  visitation.  He  is  also 
labouring  with  advantage  to  Professing  Chris-  i 
tiaoa  and  others. 


CONGO  TOAVN.  j 

A  town  of  Negroes,  in  the  Colony  of  Sierra  i 
Leone,  recaptured  from  smuggling  Slave! 

Ships,  and  collected  under  British  Protec¬ 
tion. 

CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY  —IhlT. 
David  Brennand,  Schoolmaster.  ! 


DELHI. 

A  city  of  India,  976  miles  N.  W.  from  Calcut¬ 
ta,  once  the  capital  of  the  Patan  and  Mogul 
Empires.  It  formerly  covered  a  space  of 
twenty  miles,  and  its  present  buildings  and 
ruins  occupy  nearly  as  much.  It  is  greatly 
improving,  under  the  protection  of  the  British 
Government;  to  which  it  is  in  reality  subject, 
although  nominally  under  the  authority  of  the 
Mogul. 

BAPTIST  SOCIETY. 

John  Kerr. 

Mr.  Kerr  appears  to  have  very  recently 
visited  Delhi.  '^He*  reports  that  the  Word  of 
God  is  heard  with  willingness  and  attention, 
much  to  his  encouragement  and  surprise,  as  he 
had  been  told  that  it  could  not  be  preached 
with  safety  in  that  city. 

DEMARARA. 

In  South  America. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

LE  RESOUVEXIR.  1808. 

John  Smith. 

Here  Mr.  Wray  lalKJured  for  several  years, 
with  much  success.  Upwards  of  900  Negroes 
attended  worship,  and  were  much  attached  to 
the  .Missionary.  •  Since  his  removal,  other 
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tiie  laiC'ir«»i  atfr«;  M»i  Mr  ' 
J^an  Satiih  is  ftc»  ••  ^*5  tkitliipy. 

cEOiwr  TC»J  iiW. 

Job:  Dafies,  &knn:  Eillct. 

A  crrsi«f'?r«bl«  oiaife^r  of  5c£r;<?  ro^alr  to 
0«c*«Te  Tc«2,  to  ^;Er  Mr.  Jch«  IHiics.  icxBe 
fro®  t±«  of  aiioj  tl!«  Tie  Ciaf  €l 

b  crcwictj.  ubi  CU27  listoa  i*  ti«  doors  la-f 
iriajc^i.  Mor«  tuac  I00f>  ittecJ  ca  Seociy 
Morcla;  Noc  fo»er  riaa  3<>  0  Xearxi  »t- 
tea*l  xa  rrriiioB.  1  grtii  criirlcr  cf  wbo® 
I-ijra  tiie  Cateicbi^ai  They  baTe  osrt*ble!»-d 
WD^f  t*i€Ott«lTe?  ao  Auxiliary  Missiocary 
So*:i«tT,  co«ir>o^  cf  of  Co'oor  »r.‘i  cf 

Slares,  wbcsc  sab^riTCioc?,  ioaerted  ia  tie  r 
ia?t  Rc^cr.  tasciinteJ  to  WSi. 

WL^LEYiy  SETEODISTS. 

T'aoax?  TiiVyt.  Jeaa  Mcrticr 

Mr.  Tai^ioys  writes  :— “  W«  hate  ia  scciety 
ilx  whites,  aa*1  36^’  coloore^  lod  blacks.  Tic 
Society  is  12  a  §t>o»j  state.  Wc  eajoy  p'Cace 
ia  car  herders  Lose  aprpeirs'to  be  there 
treat  that  blods  bs  tciether;  lad  the 
appear  tc  Le  rrewi^j  ia  rrace.  ia«l  ia  di^ixe 
kjucwiedje 

DIGAH 

.4  Staticc  12  rtlles  to  tee  X.  W  cf  Fa’ai.  ia 
HIiy-Dostaa,  about  320  siiles  5.  W.  cf  Calcutta, 


FAlRelELii 

1  la  Caa^ ;  dcw  called  New  fCrintjiL 
j  UMTED  BRETEAZy-^mt. 

I  Caristiaa  FrctL  l>eadie, 

I  Jote  Reaatas  SchArbt. 

{  (See,  a»>r  lae  he^  Goshea,  sexe  aecoms: 
jof  FairlcUl  ) 

I  la  iSlJ  the  Settlezeot  was  destroyei  by 
dre ;  aa>.  the  Cooxresxtjoa  was  dispersed  By 
I  the  last  accouati.  the  Mexhcrs  were  i^aia 
^  collected,  to  tae  eux'ser  of  IC9  ladraa  Bre- 
:  three  aiad  Sifters,  w^o  resided  ia  huts  where 
;FiIrdeId  fcraseriy  stood  Taey  kai  teea 
I  Tisited  by  «c<ce  cf  the  Brethxea  frcBi  &etb>- 
;  hex ;  xsfi  Brother  Sc&xkit  h*i  uaited  hlzse!{ 
jto  Brother  De:c<e.  who.  »itb  his  wife,  aau 
fbeea  xercifally  preserred  duria?  their  wis- 
I  deriejs  A  p  ia-te  of  reaiceaee  bad  been  fixe: 
loa  ac-i  xeasureu  cut.  la  a  &ore  cooTeoie&t 
[  fpoc  which  ta-l  receirei  the  aaxe  of  Xew 
;  F  airfield 

j  FLI.NT  RIVER, 

i  4  Settlexea:  ks  North  .4xerica,  txcc^  tbe 
•  Creek  Inline 

i’yiTED  BRETHRty. 

This  Settieoieat  was  fenced  ia  ITIa: 

I  has  been,  for  tie  present,  su^peoded..  inecose- 
I  qaoBce  of  tke  unsettled  state  of  the  eeuctry. 


02  tie  south  bauk  of  the  Ganges.  | 

BJETIST  SOCIETT.--\%^^  t 

Wi.r.a*i  Vorre.  iosksa  Rowe 
■Rr'adaiccd,  Ric  prfeada.  yatins. 

.4t  present.  Messrs-  .Moore  and  Rewe  t»’C 
e^ra?^  European  Sckool.  aaJ  superlo- 1 
tea-t  three  N'rire  Scl-cols  cortalois'  aboct  I 
HO  Chili'rea.  The  Society  here  possess  a  • 
rilca’  ’.e  >!Iiiic2-:co«e,  acu  they  hare  pro¬ 
cured  ^rox^tc  to  erect  a  SchcoI-hcKise.  A  rich 
r»a  lae  of  Benares  has  agreed  *0  lire  300  ru¬ 
pees  itr  ff.ee* h  fer  the  supypert  cf  a  School, 
for  tie  receptica  cf  all  cla«^= — j  striking 
preef  of  the  beneficial  epera^i*  cs  cf  the  Gcspel 
apoa  the  Heahea.  eaca  rhere  c«: version  is 
not  preda  :eh 

DIXAGEPORE  k  5ADAM4E  L  ! 
Dlnijepore  b  a  c?y  ia  Bec^tl,  a'.out  ZiT 
xi  es  .a  cf  Calcutta— pop kiatioo  4f  JDfO  ha- 
’axah*I  j»  a  iew  Bi.es  f»t:a  Lilcasepcre 
BAPTIST  SCfCJETT  —18  >4. 

Ifsatias  Femardez 

5ixty-c:e  HIndoce  haac  heccate  Ciretlanj, 
la  tee  Sthoci  tnere  ars  *3  ChildreiL 

DOMINICA 

An  island  in  tne  ^est'lodiei. 
WESLETjy  XETEODim-  m. 

T'C'lI.xx  Beatcct  FczMrt.  710. 


FREE  TOWN. 

The  chief  town  of  the  Colooy  of  Siem  Leoce 
ffESLETAy  SETEODISTS 
WtiliaB  Daries,  Saaue!  Brown. 

Mr.  Davies  tzies  an  active  -bare  za  the  ia* 
5tni<tioo  of  the  reeaptsred  Children. 

Mr.  Brew  a  lately  sailed. 

GANfBlER. 

4  .^cttlexent  situated  aaoej  the  Barces,  a* 
Eapfirco.  in  We-tera  Africa,  1  Native  Town 
03  tbe  ccait,  about  TO  akxks  Ji.  W.  of  5iem 
Leone 

CECRCE  MISS lOy ART  SOCIET}\ 
Jenatkaa  So’.oman  Kters. 

Exanuel  -4nttocy,  yctiw*  Cxirr. 

GANJaM. 

A  town  oa  the  Orissa  Coast,  in  India,  where 
the  Telicxi  and  Olea  Lar^uazes  are  spoaec. 
\LOyDOy  MISSIOyART  SOCIETY. —illZ. 
I  Williaa  Lee 

A  Church  has  been  builtfor  the  Missiociarv'^ 
and  he  also  superiatends  a  School 
G.VADE??THAL 

fa  Socth  Africa,  abcct  130  aiiee  east  fioa 
Cape  Town  *  fonrerly  called  Bavuie-kloof,  or 
the  G  Ve  •/  H4  Bataxms,  fretm  the  great  ntim- 
ber  of  tk<jr«e  *n:artls ;  btrt  fioc^  naTe4  Feflry 
*f  Grcrf 


AND  REVIKW. 


U^'ITEU  BRETHREN.—M^,  renewed  1793.  | 
J.  Adolphus  Kuester,  J.  M  Peter  Leltner, 
}l  Marsveld,  Daniel  Schwerin,  J.  G.  Schultz. 

The  Mission  among  the  Hottentots  was  be¬ 
gun  in  1736,  by  George  SchmMt,  a  man  of  re¬ 
markable  zeal  and  courage,  who  laboured  suc¬ 
cessfully  among  them  till  he  had  formed  a 
email  congregation,  whom  he  left  to  the  care 
of  a  pious  mao,  and  went  to  Europe,  with  a 
view  to  represent  the  promising  state  of  the 
Mission,  aud  to  return  with  assistants  But, 
to  his  inexpressible  grief  and  disappointment, 
he  was  not  permitted,  by  the  Dutch  East- 
India  Company,  to  resume  hit  labours;  some 
Ignorant  people  having  insinuated,  that  the 
propagation  of  Christianity  among  the  Hotten¬ 
tots  would  injure  the  interests  of  the  Colony. 

From  that  time,  to  the  year  1792,  the  Bre¬ 
thren  did  not  cease  to  make  application  to  the 
Dutch  government  for  leave  to  send  Missiona¬ 
ries  to  the  Cape,  especially  as  they  beard  that 
the  small  Hottentot  Congregation  had  kept  to¬ 
gether  for  some  time,  in  earnest  expectation  of 
the  return  of  their  beloved  teacher.  He  had 
taught  some  of  them  to  read  ;  and  left  a  Dutch 
Bible  with  them,  which  they  read  together, 
for  their  edification. 

At  length,  in  1792,  leave  was  granted  to  send 
out  three  Missionaries;  who,  on  their  arrival, 
were  willing,  at  the  desire  of  the  Governor,  to 
go  first  to  Ravianskloof,  and  there  to  com¬ 
mence  their  labours,  on  the  spot  where  George 
Schmidt  bad  resided.  Instructions  from  the 
Government  in  Holland  granted  them  leave  to 
choose  the  place  of  their  residence,  wherever 
they  might  find  it  most  convenient:  but  the 
circumstances  of  the  Colony  at  that  time  would 
not  admit  of  it. 

Since  the  English  have  made  themselves 
masters  of  that  country,  the  Brethren  have 
built  a  Church;  and  now  remain  undisturbed, 
and  protected  in  their  civil  and  religious  liber¬ 
ty* 

When  the  Missionaries  first  arrived  at  Ba- 
viunskloof,  in  1792,  itwasa  barren  uninhabited 
place  :  tliere  are  now  collected  together  up¬ 
wards  of  loco  Hottentots,  under  the  regulations 
of  the  Brethren.  This  Mission  greatly  pros¬ 
pers.  New  people  come  almost  daily,  inquir¬ 
ing  what  they  must  do  to  be  saved,  and  re¬ 
questing  to  live  at  Gnadenthal.  In  less  than 
half  a  year,  103  of  these  were  admitted.  A 
new  Bchoolbouse  has  been  built. 

The  Rev.  C.  I.  Latrobe,  in  a  visit  to  the 
Society’s  Settlements  of  Gnadenthal  and  Gru- 
cekloof,  has  obtained  an  allotment  of  land, 


upward  of  600  miles  from  Cape  Tovn,  (or  the 
formation  of  a  third  Settlement  in  South  Africa. 

The  four  following  Brethren  accompauiec! 
Mr.  Latrobe  to  Africa,  to  assist  iu  the  Mis¬ 
sions : - A.  M.  A.  Clemens,  Christian 

Thompson,  John  G.  F.  Stein,  and  John  Lem- 
mertz. 

GO  AM  ALT  Y. 

Near  the  ancient  city  of  Gour,  which  was  foi- 
merly  the  capital  of  Bengal,  between  Cutwa 
and  Dinagepore,  about  2(H)  miles  N.  of  Cal¬ 
cutta. 

BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  50C/£Tr.— 1801*. 

I  Krishna,  a  Native. 

The  people  in  these  parts  are  very  desirous 
of  Schools.  In  1813,  the  Station  was  removed 
to  a  town  called  English  Bazar,  not  far  from 
the  former.  There  are  127  Children  in  the 
Schools  at  this  Station.  Maoika,  a  Native 
Teacher,  is  lately  dead. 

GOREE. 

An  island  of  Western  Africa. 

CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— \m. 
At  this  place  109  children  are  under  education*^ 
Schoolmaster  and  Schoolmistress ^  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Hughes. 

Mr.  Hughes  endeavours  to  promote  the  in¬ 
struction  of  the  Natives;  several  thousands  of 
whom,  chiefly  Jaloofs,  are  here  crowded  to¬ 
gether,  in  a  deplorable  state  of  ignorance  and 
superstition. 

GOSHEN. 

A  Settlement  on  the  river  Muskingum,  among 
the  Indians,  in  North  America. 

UNITED  BRETHREN. -m\. 

Abraham  Lukenbach. 

O 

The  Brethren  had  three  flourishing  Settle¬ 
ments  on  the  river  Muskingum— Salem,  Cna- 
denhuetten,  and  Schoenbruon:  but  dariug  the 
American  War  before  last,  these  places  were 
destroyed,  and  the  inhabitants  partly  murder¬ 
ed,  partly  dispersed  Fairfield,  in  Canada, 
was  built  by  such  of  the  Indian  Converts  as 
were  again  collected  by  the  Missionaries.’  In 
1799,  a  Colony  of  Christian  Indiana  was  sent 
from  thence,  to  occupy  the  land  belonging  to 
their  former  settlements  cn  the  Muskingum, 
which  had  been  restored  to  them  by  an  Act  of 
Congress.  They  built  a  new  town  on  that 
river,  called  Goshen  The  greater  part  of  the 
Indian  Congregation,  however,  remained  at 
Fairfield;  the-  Missionaries  entertaining  hopes 
that  the  Gospel  might  yet  find  entrance  among 
the  wild  Chippeway  Tribe  inhabiting  these 
I  parts. 
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This  Seltlemeot  was  not  disturbed  during 
the  last  American  War.  The  work  prospers 
The  Sc  bool -Children  afford  the  Missionary 
much  pleasure. 

GRAAF  REYNET. 

Mr.  Kircherer,  who  was  some  time  a  useful 
Missionary  at  Zak  River,  under  the  London 
Missionary  Society,  has  been,  for  several  years 
past,  Minister  of  a  Dutch  Church  at  this  place. 

GRENADA. 

An  island  in  the  West  Indies. 
tTESLEYjy  METHODISTS.— \m. 

William  I. ill,  George  Poole. 

Members.  173.  The  Congregations  are  large  ' 
and  attentive,  and  the  Society  is  in  a  good 
state- 

GRiaUA  TOWN. 

In  South  Africa,  formerly  called  Klaar  Water, 
near  the  Orange  River,  about  700  miles  N.  of 
Cape  Town. 

LONDOH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— m2. 

William  Anderson,  Henry  Helm. 

B.  Berend,  J  Hendrick,  P  David,  Nativet. 

At  this  Settlement  many  have  been  convert¬ 
ed;  and  have  evinced  their  improvement  in 
civilization,  by  the  cultivation  of  very  con¬ 
siderable  tracts  of  land. 

GRUENEKLOOF. 

In  South  Africa. 

UNITED  BRETHREN  —mz. 

J.  G.  Uonatz,  J.  H  Schmitt,  J  Kritsch. 

This  Mission  was  begun  by  desire  of  the 
then  Governor,  the  Earl  of  Caledon,  whose  fa¬ 
vour  towards  the  Mission,  and  endeavours  to 
promote  the  general  welfare  of  the  Colony, 
and  of  the  Hottentots  in  the  interior,  will  al¬ 
ways  be  remembered  with  gratitude. 

At  the  beginning  of  lt;15,  the  Congregation 
consisted  of  129  baptized  persons,  of  whom  aO 
were  commanicants :  there  were,  besides.  25 
candidates  for  baptism.  The  number  of  Hot¬ 
tentots  under  the  care  and  instruction  of  the 
Brethren  was  276 

GUYA. 

In  India;  near  Patna,  we  presume,  but  we  are 
not  informed  of  its  exact  situation. 

BAPTIST  SOCIETY. 

-  Fowles. 

Mr.  Fowles  was  baptized  by  Mr  Thompson, 
at  Patna;  and  has  begun  to  preach  to  the  Hin¬ 
doo;  and  Mahomedaos  attbis  new  Station  al¬ 
most  daily,  and  is  heard  with  much  attention 
and  affection.  Some  of  them  weep,”  he 
says,  *•  even  like  children,  when  I  speak  to 
them  of  the  sufferings  and  death  of  the  Lord  of 
Glory.” 


HIGH  KRAAL. 

In  South  Africa,  about  300  miles  from  Cape 
Towo 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— m2. 
Charles  Pacalt. 

HOPE 

On  the  river  Corentyo,  in  Guiana,  South  Ame¬ 
rica,  among  the  Aruwack  Indians 

UNITED  BRETHREN.— ms. 

W  Christian  Gentb,  John  Hafa. 

In  1806,  this  Settlement  was  destroyed  by 
fire.  The  present  Missionaries  are  not  yet 
suflicieutly  acquainted  with  the  Aruwack  to 
deliver  a  discourse  in  it,  but  are  studying  it 
diligently. 

HOPEDALE, 

In  Labrador,  among  the  Esquimaux. 
UNITED  BRETHREN.— m2. 

John  Hasting,  Sueo  Andersen, 

Fred.  Jeoseo  Mueller,  Adam  Kunath, 
Jacob  Nisseo,  Lewis  Morhardt. 

The  work  prospers,  especially  among  the 
young.  Inhabitants,  I2S,  of  whom  107  are 
baptized  ;  and  44  communicants. 

Several  parts  of  the  New  Teetament  have 
been  translated  into  the  £.squimaux  Language. 

L«:LE  OF  FRANCE 

In  the  Indian  Ocean — the  inhabitants  French 
Colonists. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY— mi. 
John  Le  Brun. 

JAMAICA. 

A  We-t-India  Island. 

UNITED  BRETHREN  —MM. 

\  John  Lang,  John  Becker, 

Samuel  Gruender  Thomas  Ward. 

The  Stations  are  named,  bogue,  mesopota 

MIA,  and  CARMEL. 

WESLEYAN  METHODISTS —\m. 

KINGSTON. 

John  Wiggins,  John  Shipman. 

SPANISH  TOWN. 

John  Lewis,  jun.  William  Ratcliffe. 
BOVE  ROCK.  John  Colmar. 

The  Missionaries  have  been  heretofore  much 
harassed  by  the  Colonial  Assembly  ;  which  has, 
however,  of  late  relaxed  its  rigid  opposition. 
The  number  of  Members  in  the  Society  is 
3207,  of  whom  upwards  of  500  were  added  dur¬ 
ing  the  past  year.  One  of  the  Missionaries 
writes:  ”  Though  I  have  been  several  years 
in  this  country,  and  was  always  sanguine  in  my 
expectations  of  the  spread  of  the  work,  my 
mind  was  never  so  much  impre.«sed  with  an 
idea  of  its  immediate  and  abundant  increase  as 
at  this  time.”  Mr.  Burgar,  Missionary  at 
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Alortot  Bay,  died  ^ery  lately.  The  Magis 
tratea  and  Vestry  of  St  Thomas  in  the  East 
presented  bis  widow  with  lOOi.  in  testimony  of 
their  regard  for  her  deceased  husband. 

BAPTIST  SOCIETY. 

Moses  Baker,  John  Rowe,  Lee  Compeer. 

A  Place  of  Worship  has  been  opened  in 
Kingston,  which  bad  long  been  shut  up. 

The  late  excellent  Bishop,  Porteus,  was  in¬ 
defatigable  in  bis  efTorts  to  get  the  Negroes  in 
the  West  India  Islands,  instructed  in  Christian 
Principles:  an  object  to  which  too  many  Co¬ 
lonists,  especially  those  of  Jamaica,  bav-e 
•hown  decided  hostility. 

JAVA. 

In  Insular  India— 2360  miles  S  S.  E  from 
Calcutta — the  population  above  2,000,000 — Ma 
homedanism  the  prevailing  superstition^  many 
Chinese  are  resident  here 

BATAVIA  The  Capital  of  the  Island 
BAPTIST  MISSIONARY  S0C7ETF.— Ifcl3. 

W  Robinson,  - Heiley, 

- Trowt,  Joseph  Phillips  ^ 

Mr  Robinson  has  begun  to  preach  in  Malay, 
and  he  and  Mr.  Trowt  arc  applying  to  the 
Javanese.  Messrs.  Reiley  and  Trowt  have 
lately  arrived.  The  Committee  of  the  Java 
Auxiliary  Bible  Society  have  presented  Mr 
Trowt  with  1000  rupees,  in  aid  of  a  Transla 
tion  of  the  Scriptures  into  Javanese,  which  he 
has  undertaken,  and  in  testimony  of  their  high 
sense  of  his  exertions  therein. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— mi 
John  C.  Supper 

Officiates  in  the  Dutch  Church  ;  is  Secretary 
of  the  Auxiliary  Bible  Society  in  Batavia; 
and  circulates  the  Chinese  and  other  Scrip* 
tures. 

SAMAKANO. 

In  1814,  the  I<ondon  Missionary  Society 
placed  at  this  station  Mr.  Gottlob  Bruckner ; 
but  he  appears,  by  recent  intelligence,  to  have 
united  himself  to  the  Baptist  Missionary  So¬ 
ciety. 

Java  has  been  restored  to  the  Dutch.  When 
in  former  possession  of  the  island,  they  pro¬ 
moted  Christianity  therein. 

.  JESSORE 

In  the  east  of  Bengal — 77  miles  E.  N.  E.  from 
Calcutta— the  district  contains  1, 2U0,000  inha¬ 
bitants,  in  t  he  proportion  of  nine  Mahomedans 
to  seven  Hindoos. 

BAP  TIS  T  MISSIONAR  Y  SOCIE  TY —\  807. 

William  Thomas  (Country  born  ) 

Nativts : 

Siphul-rama,  Manika-iba,  Nurottoma 


This  Mission  has  four  branches,  each  about 
thirty  miles  apart. 

KARASS. 

In  Russian  Tartary. 

EDINBURGH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— 
1802. 

Alexander  Paterson,  James  Gal  Iowa}  . 
With  a  view  to  introduce  the  Gospel  among 
the  Tartar  'J'ribes,  a  Mission  was  established 
at  this  place.  One  of  the  Missionaries  has 
translated  the  New  Testament  into  the  Tartar 
Tongue,  which  has  been  printed,  and  is  now  in 
the  course  of  circulation.  Mr.  Paterson  made 
a  tour  in  the  Crimea,  in  the  summer  of  1815, 
in  order  to  distribute  the  Tartar  Testament 
and  Tracts.  He  found  at  Bakebeserai  a  Tar¬ 
tar  translation  of  the  Old  Testament,  which  be 
has  sent  to  Astrachan. 

The  Sultan  Kategerry  Krimgerry,  a  native 
oftbe  Krim,  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Chris* 
tianity,  under  the  late  Mr.  Brunton,  with 
whom  be  lived  a  considerable  time  at  Karass, 
is  come  over  to  England,  for  the  purpose  of 
qualifyi.ng  himself  to  become  an  instrument  of 
good  to  his  own  countrymen. 

KINGSTON.  In  Canada. 
SOCIETY  FOR  PROPAGATING  THF 
GOSPEL 

George  Okill  Stewart,  Missionary  to  the  Mo- 
harvks. 

John  Green,  Schoolmaster  to  the  Mohanks 
KISSEV  TOWN. 

A  town  of  recaptured  Negroes,  in  the  Colony 
of  Sierra  Leone— population  about  4(X). 
CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— ms. 
Charles  Frederic  Wenzel, 

James  Curtis,  Natine  Usher. 

The  liberated  Negroes  have  themselves  bul?: 
a  place  for  the  worship  of  God.  A  School  ha- 
been  lately  opened.  Government  contribute 
in  part  to  the  support  of  the  Missionary. 

KLIP  FOUNTAIN. 

In  South  Africa,  North  of  the  Great  River,  in 
the  Great  Namaqua  Country,  560  miles  from 
Cape  Town— called  also  Bethany. 

LONDON  MISSIONAR  Y  SOCIETY.— mb. 
H  Schinelen. 

LATAKOO,  MAKOON»S  KRAAL, 
AND  MALAPEETZE. 

Stations  in  South  Africa,  about  ICOO  mile.'^ 
from  Cape  Town. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
Missions  to  these  places  are  about  to  be  com 
menced,  by  Messrs  Evans,  Hamilton,  and 
Barker ;  with  the  Native  Teachers,  Cupidc 
Kaktlak  and  Kruisman  Reikam. 
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LEICESTER  MOUNTAIN. 

In  the  Colony  of  Sierra  Leone,  about  three 
miles  from  Free  Town — an  elevated  spot. 
CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
Leopold  Butscher. 

John  Horton,  Henry  DUring;,  Schoolmattcrs. 
Mrs.  Horton,  Mrs.  During,  Sc^oolmistr€sse5. 
John  Rhodes,  Native  Usher. 


LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— mSr. 
W.  C.  Loveless,  Richard  Knill. 

Mr.  Loveless  for  some  years  instructed  the 
Youths  in  the  Male  Apylum.  He  now  teaches 
in  the  Missionary  Native  Free  School,  and 
preaches  in  a  newly-erected  Chapel  in  the 
Black  Town. 

CHURCH  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY.— mb 


A  Grant  of  1100  acres  of  land  has  been  made  |  John  Christian  Schnarre,  C.Theopbilus  EwaU 


to  the  Society  on  Leicester  Mountain.  A 
Christian  Institution  is  there  in  progress, 
where  Negro  Children  of  various  tribes,  re- 


Rhenius,  Thomas  Dawson.  Rayappen,  iVa- 
tive  Catechist.  Christian,  Native  Reader. 
To  a  Corresponding  Committee,  formed  at 


^ptured  from  smuggling  Slave  Ships,  are  Jhladras,  is  entrusted  the  direction  of  the  So- 
maintained,  and  receive  religious  and  useful  |  ciety^s  undertakings  in  the  South  of  India, 
instruction.  The  Society  wholly  maintains  at  The  sura  of  1500/.  is  allowed  per  annum;  and 
Leicester  Mountain  200  of  these  Children,  be- 1  considerable  additions  arc  made  thereto  by 
sides  180  more  out  of  the  Colony  ;  and  many  friends  on  the  spot. 

others  are  placed  under  its  care,  at  the  charge  j  Mr.  Schnarr^  and  Mr.  Rhenius  have  been 
of  51.  per  annum  each  to  the  Government.  ’for  some  time  settled  in  the  Black  Town ;  and 
LIGHTEN AU.  In  Greenland.  ihave  been  diligently  and  successfully  employ- 

UNITED  BRETHREN. — 1774.  ed,  in  preaching,  conversing,  the  distribution 

John  Conrad  Kleinschmidt,  Jobe  Jacob  Beck. !  of  the  Scriptures  and  Tracts,  and  in  the  su- 
The  Communicants,  by  the  last  intelligence,  I  perintendauce  of  Schools.  These  Schools  coc- 
were  453.  |  tained,  by  the  last  returns, 

LICHTENFELS.  In  Greenland.  j  37  Protestant  Children. 

UNITED  BRETHREN  —\lb9. 


John  Gottfried  Gorcke,  J  G.  Fliegel,  Michael 
Eberle.  Communicants,  293. 

MADAGASCAR. 

LONDON  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 

David  Jones,  Stephen  Laidler. 

Messrs.  Jones  and  Laidler  are  intended  for 

this  Station,  and  are  expected  to  embark  short*. 

ly  for  the  Mauritius;  from  whence  they  willj 

proceed  to  .Madagascar. 

MADRAS.  i 

The  second  of  the  three  British  Presidencies  in  ' 

India— on  the  east  coast  of  the  Peninsula— Po- 1 

pulation  300,000.  The  Black  Town,  to  the  ' 

✓  1 
northward  of  the  Fort,  is  the  residence  of  the  j 


54  Roman  Catholic. 

44  Heathens  of  various  Castes. 

Total  135. 

A  Seminary  for  training  Native  Missionaries 
jis  in  contemplation.  Commodious  premises 
1  are  occupied  by  the  Society,  capable  of  con¬ 
taining  the  various  buildings  requisite  for  its 
designs. 

fl  ESL  E  YA  N  METHOD  IS  TS.— 1816. 

W.  M.  Harvard. 

Mr.  Harvard  was  appointed  to  proceed  from 
Ceylonto  Madras;  but  this  measure  met  with 
some  delay  on  the  arrival  of  the  last  Methodist 
Missionaries  at  that  island,  it  being  found  ex- 


,  J  «  .  -  to  attend  to  the  very  pressing  calls  for 

Armenian  and  Portuguese  Merchants,  and  of’,  .  .  ... 

labour,  particularly  in  the  Jatfiiapatam  district. 


many  Europeans  unconnected  with  Govern¬ 
ment 


[To  be  continued  ] 


AJIERICAN  BIBLE  SOCIETY. 


THE  nrst  Annual  Meeting  of  this  Insti¬ 
tution  took  place  on  the  8th  of  May  last. 

The  President  of  the  Society  was  pre¬ 
vented  by  ill  health  from  attending  the 
meeting;  and  the  chair  was  filled  for  the 
day  by  Gen.  Mattliew’  Clarkson,  one  of 
die  Yiee-Presidonts. 


Before  the  Society  proceeded  to  the 
transaction  of  business,  the  55th  chapter  of 
Isaiah  was  read  by  direction  of  the  Presid¬ 
ing  Officer. 

The  Secretary  for  Domestic  Corrcsjxind- 
ence  read  a  letter  from  the  lion.  Elias  Bou- 
dinot,  the  President,  in  which  were  ex- 
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]>i’essed  sentiments  of  exalted  piety,  coun- 1 
sels  of  true  wisdom,  and  many  prayers  for 
(he  Institution  and  its  Managers.  Letters 
were  also  read  from  the  lion.  John  Jay,  of 
Bedford,  New- York,  His  Excellency  John 
Cotton  ^imith,  of  Connecticut,  Hon.  Bush- 
rod  Washington,  of  Vii’ginia,  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States,  Hon.  Judge  Tilgh- 
nian,  of  Pennsylvania,  Hon.  Smith  Thomp¬ 
son,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State  of  New-York, 
and  his  Excellency  Daniel  D.  Tompkins, 
^’ice-President  of  tlie  United  States;  in 
which  the  writers  show'ed  that  their  absence 
from  the  meeting  was  unavoidable,  and  at 
the  same  time  testified  most  decided  and 
fervent  attachment  to  the  Society. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  was  then  read;  we  expect  to 
present  it  to  our  readers  in  our  next  nun^* 
bcr. 

The  following  resolutions  were  unani¬ 
mously  ’adopted,  after  the  reading  of  the 
Report : — 

Chi  motion  of  the  Rev.  W.  Hill,  President 
of  the  I’rederick  County  Bible  Society',  Vir¬ 
ginia,  seconded  by  James  Buchanan,  Esq. 
the  Consul  of  his  Britaruiic  IMajesty, 

ItcsolveJf  'Phat  the  Report  now  read  be 
adopted,  and  that  it  be  printed  under  the 
direction  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  John  Griscom,  a  IMein- 
ber  of  the  Society  of  F riends,  New-York, 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  Francis  Heron,  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania, 

Resolvedy  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet¬ 
ing  be  presented  to  the  President  of  tliis 
Society',  for  his  zealous  and  persevering  ef¬ 
forts  to  form  this  Institution  and  promote  its 
interests. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Blatchford,  of 
Lansingbui^h,  New-York,  seconded  by  the 
Hon.  Aaron  Ogden,  of  Nev; -Jersey, 

Kesolcedj  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet¬ 
ing  be  presented  to  the  Vice-Presidents  for  I 
their  patronage  and  support,  and  the  Trea¬ 
surer  and  Secretaries  for  their  st  rvices 
during  the  last  year. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  MT.eod,  of 
New-York,  seconderl  by  the  Rev.  Joshua 
b.  V»  iison,  of  Cinciiuiatl,  Ohio, 

I 
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Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Meet¬ 
ing  be  presented  to  the  Board  of  Managers, 
for  their  exertions  in  conducting  the  busi¬ 
ness  of  the  Society'. 

William  Jay,  Esq.  of  Bedford,  New- 
York,  then  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolvedi  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society' 
be  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Presby'terian  Church,  for  their  early 
and  decided  approbation  of  the  Institution 
of  this  Society',  expressed  in  their  narrative 
of  the  State  of  Religion  w  ithin  their  bounds. 

Mr.  Thomas  Eddy,  of  New-York,  a  Mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Society  of  Friends,  seconded 
the  resolution,  and  addressed  the  Chair  in 
tlicse  words, 

“  This  very  respectable  body  of  Chris- 
“  tians,  by  showing  a  disposition  of  love  and 
“  a  spirit  of  condescension  towards  their 
“  brethren  of  other  religious  denominations, 
“  have  greatly  contributed  in  promoting  the 
“  views  of  the  American  Bible  Society',  and 
“  arc  highly'  deserving  our  esteem  and  re- 
“  gard.” 

On  motion  of  Jeremiah  Evarts,  E.>q.  of 
I  Boston,  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Feltus^ 
of  New-York, 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society 
be  presented  to  the  numerous  Auxiliary 
Bible  Societies,  for  iheir  exertions  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  object,  and  augment  the  funds  of 
tlie  Institution. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Bayard,  Esq.  of 
New- Jersey,  seconded  by  tlie  Hon.  A. 
Kirkpatrick,  Chief  Justice  of  the  state  of 
New- Jersey', 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  tliis  Meet¬ 
ing  be  given  to  those  Congregations  and 
individuals  who  have  constituted  tlieir  Pas¬ 
tel’s  membei*s  for  life  of  tliis  Society. 

Oil' motion  of  J’oshua  M.  Wallace,  Esep 
of  New-Jei-sey,  seconded  by'  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Hart,  of  Stoni ngt on,  Connecticut, 

Resolved,  That  the  tlianks  of  this  Meet¬ 
ing  be  presented  to  all  those  individuals  juui 
Societies  who  have  contributed  to  the  funds 
of  this  Institution. 

Spc*eches,  animated  and  appropriate, 
I  were  made  by  several  of  the  gentlemen  vvho 
I  1  nought  fonvard  or  secomh-d  llie  above  R» 
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EVA>'CEUCaI.  guakdian 


We  dic«ki  hiTe  dtmi  f)ie«5ed  to  J 
bare  ctfened  cb£a  ail:  hmt  wt  have  been 
ab4e  to  octain  ooir  ooc  ol  them,  the  speech 
oi  Wiilmn  J  av^  Es^.  \V«  request  him  to 


accept  <Mr  »cere  tkaaks  for  the  peat  pQ^ 
Hienesa  with  which  he  acceded  to  oar  re> 
quest  iar  a  copj  of  the  tmhr  eloquent  acd 
eiceikat  addresSw 


SPEECH  OF  n  ILUAX  JAY^  ESQ 


X  RISE,  Str,  to  oder  a  Resohitkcu  in  pcr- 
hanDOQv  with  that  bempi  peiocipXe 
wh^h  Buke:^  ih  one  common  bond,  the  num¬ 
bers  of  this  InstituuoG,  however  ^'anocs  their 
pohtkaJ  or  relipous  opinkos^  The  Reso- 
luDoo  I  propo^,  is  a  vote  cf  thank?  to  the 
^jeaeral  A5c€mc4j  cf  the  Presorterlan 
Church,  for  their  caHj  and  decided  appf^ 
hahon  of  the  iastltuh'Xi  of  this  Socie^. 

F  rum  the  stri^o^  term?  m  wbkh  this  ap- 
pryAXiofi  wa?  cLclared-  the  Societv  mar 
ajQ&ieody  anticipate  adht^xsal  zeal  in  her 
va’iae;  and  she  oaav  m»iui£e  the  exp^ta- 
tioci,  tbsi‘  the  example  thcu?  set  by  a  body  so 
txr^e  and  respectable,  will  be  f:I%jwed  by 
Jie  eockriiaiti*:^  Assexab-oes  of  the  idaer 
r^L^jws  deG»jmhati':<a?.  And  wbat  ocjeet 
-*xn  they  nr>:tjcciiiend  to  the  psitrocxse  of 
’Teir  Chvifrbes.  mere  worthy  their  re^xri. 
*non  the  American  Bicee  Sjcietrr  They 
•  bo  iB>st  value  the  octbnaoces  of  the 
and  the  bksain^:?  of  reii^ious  «Lftna:tioo, 
ardl  oe  the  nuD&t  anxk«t?  that  the  va?:  pr>- 
pord3n  of  akankiixd,  who.  trocn  heathen  su> 
r;er»titii>2-  their  own  inideliry,  or  the  pecu- . 
iiar  clrcumstazMes  of  their  ccnditioo,  are( 
iAaccessTtk  to  the  reproiif?  and  persnasioos 
cf  a  Ckrvstian  Ministry,  should  not  also  be 
aeprired  of  hie  waroln:;^  aaci  invnatioa#  of 
•jwr  Lord  and  his  Apestks.  May  we  not 
h:pe  t!£ar  the  tizne  k?  not  tar  distant,  when 
the  Qcmerins  dec*j«iafti:i:,o>  wmeh  now  con¬ 
stitute  the  Chrir^ian  iuntij  In  the?  country, 
wdl  and  ai  this  %  f>jod  cf  unlcn  un¬ 

known  oetore — a  nUj'iOZ  po^nt  lor  in^rlr  hi- 
taerto  diviiied  eilbni  In  the  sendee  of  tneir 
.ommon  >Iaster' 

From  the  ascenaicn  cf  the  Sariottr  to 
present  tine,  his  dlsczpks  have  tco  £e- 
oeraHy  last  taat  bad^  of  their  jrctrssion  by 
whkh  they  were  crjasizianiied  to  chatm^ulsh 


themselves  from  others.  X-ort  ont  mmoiker, 
«eciz:s  to  bav*  been  a  precept  almosi  too  di- 
vixse,  to  be  comprehended  or  obeyed  by  be- 
in^  of  a  uikn  wx?nd.  M~hiie  all  have  ac- 
knowkdeed  the  coii^tkns  of  charity,  kw 
iodted  laare  ieh  the  Iniucnce  of  that  princi- 
pXe,  which,  when  time  shall  be  no  more — 
whew  ihitk  shall  be  'tost  in  knowkd^,  and 
hope  in  fnridco,  saaii  sdli  dwell  in  the  1» 
sosn  of  God — shaii  sS:U  sway  d>e  a&ctkos 
of  every  spirit  in  heaven,  I  nder  the  ruise 
of  this  an:^l  cf  U^ht,  has  the  areh-dteetwer 
of  mankind  boucti  the  marn  r  to  the  staAoe — 
armed  Christians  aralikst  Christians— db- 
sefved  the  leader  sympathies  of  dome^'c 
life,  and  severed  d»e  boeds  of  dvil  socku. 
The  procTv^iiai^  indueiice  of  the  ^oispel  has 
weakened,  bet  not  destroyed,  the  deiusi^iu. 
I  cier  the  same  £ulse,  be  k  still  (£ 'idi*^  the 
ibllcwcri  of  the  Prince  of  Peace :  and  witii 
iniemal  art,  he  nc<  only  prevents  them  lr:m 
uaidoa:  their  strength  to  resist  his  power, 
bet,  by  exciting  in  their  breasts  the 
passkxts  of  envy  and  Jeakto^,  be  b  nM>kT-¥g 
them  his  cnconscictzs  auxiliaries. 

However  mlsr*^ presented  or  mbonder- 
stoed,  Christlaxi  charity  is  still  the  ^ame,  and 
to  thb  day  exhibits  the  same  teatores  ascri¬ 
bed  to  her  Iw  the  great  Apostle  of  the  Gen- 
tiks — stiil  seeking  not  her  own:  not  easOy 
provoked:  toinking  no  eviL  Some,  h  is 
true,  have  in  all  ages  exempiihed  this  prln^ 
cipie  in  their  Uves :  but  it  was  reserved  lor 
the  Briush  and  Foreign  Bible  Society  to  ex¬ 
hibit  it  in  all  its  beaveoiy  lustre ;  oreathing 
Glory  to  God  in  the  hlgneat.  ax>>i  on  earth, 
peace  and  good  will  to  man.  M'e  are  toX- 
lowring  the  bright  example.  Pure,  dksiater- 
ested  benevolence,  unmingled  with  private 
views:  onpoiluted  by  pohricai  iiltrigwes  or 
sectarian  jealoasies,  b  the  principle  which 
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actuates  and  governs  this  Society.  To  ad-  his  will  was  disclosed  in  the  visions  of  the 
vance  the  glory  of  our  Maker,  and  to  pro-  night— now,  declared  by  an  angel  fi-om  hea- 
mote  the  salvation  of  our  fellow-men,  by  ven.  Thanks  be  to  God!  No  angel  from 
«-iving  them  an  unerring  standard  of  faith  heaven — no  visions  of  the  night — no  pro- 
and  rule  of  practice,  is  our  only  object. —  phet  breathing  the  accents  of  inspiration, 
\s  this  object  does  not  need,  so  it  does  not  are  now  required  to  teach  us  his  perfections, 
demand,  the  smallest  sacrifice  of  truth ;  the  and  our  duties.  One  volume,  bearing  the 
slightest  concession  of  opinion.  When  we  impress  of  Dc'ity,  tells  us  our  origin  and  des- 
enter  this  Society,  we  neither  leave,  nor  are  tination ;  reveals  a  God  of  mercy  and  of 

we  expected  to  leave  behind  us,  our  distinct-  justice;  discloses  a  Saviour  for  sinners; 

ive  religious  opinions.  '  Had  this  Society  opens  to  our  view  a  heaven  and  a  hell,  and 
been  so  constituted,  as  to  have  required  discovers  the  pi '.h  to  each.  W^e re  those  la- 
from  her  members  any  practice  or  admis-  bles  of  stone,  which  were  once  traced  by 
sion  inconsistent  with  the  strongest  attach¬ 
ment  to  the  peculiar  tenets  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  of  which  I  am  a  member,  I  would 
not  now.  Sir,  have  had  the  honour  of  ad- 1  nixe  eveiy  line !  With  what  transcendent 


the  finger  of  the  Almighty,  still  to  l)e  viewed, 
what  multitudes  would  press  around  them ; 
and  with  what  holy  awe  would  tliey  scruti- 


dressing  you.  But  although  our  opinions  |  reverence  ought  that  volume  to  l^e  regarded, 
continue  different,  our  hearts  are  here  uni-  whic  h  is  written  by  the  same  God,  and  fill- 
ted — we  here  learn  not  to  call  those  com-  ed,  not  with  commands  only,  but  witli  im- 
mon,  whom  God  hath  cleansed;  and  rejoice  |  mortal  hopes,  and  tidings  of  great  joy  !  Of 


to  discover,  that  those  views  and  sentiments '  such  a  volume  who  can  be  ignorant.^  What 
which  we  cannot  but  regard  as  erroneous,  j  child  of  poverty  so  destitute,  as  to  want  this 
are  still  consistent  with  holiness  of  life,  and  lamp  to  his  feet,  this  light  to  liis  path  ?  Alas ! 
zeal  for  the  service  of  God.  the  vice  and  misery  which  every  where 

It  is  thus,  that  the  Society,  by  disjxjlling  abound,  might  comince  us,  that  all  have  not 
prejudices,  promoting  candour,  and  culti- '  access  to  the  lessons  of  divine  wL«dom — to 
valing  the  Ix-ne’t  olent  affections,  tends  to  |  the  promises  and  threats  of  divine  mercy 
prepare;  the  mind  for  the  reception  of  those  i  and  justice.  Yes,  Sir,  thousands  and  tens 


sacred  truths,  which  it  is  her  design  to  dis-  j  of  thousands  in  this  country,  and  millions  in 

seminate;  and  thus  she  repays,  aud  more;  others,  are  without  the  Bible. 

than  repays,  her  members,  for  all  their  ex-  Know'ing,  as  we  do,  that  the  Scriptures 

«rtions  in  her  cause.  But  her  hallowed  in-  are  profitable  for  doctrine,  for  repi-oof,  for 

fluence  is  not  confined  within  her  own  limits,  correction,  for  instruction  in  righteousness; 

She  is  taking  from  the  ruler  and  the  subject,  what  changes  might  we  not  exjriect  in  the 

the  rich  and  the  poor,  pledges  of  their  be-  moral  condition  of  the  world,  were  they  put 

lief  in  the  inspired  volume ;  and  is  record-  into  the  hands  of  all  who  are  capable  of 

ing  their  protests  against  the  slanders  and  reading  them  ?  Can  we  doubt  that  the  di- 

falsehoods  of  infidelity.  She  aspires  to  still  vine  blessing  would  generally  accompany 

more  exalted  good — She  is- publishing  to  them;  and  that  joy  and  peace  in  this  world, 

immortal  and  accountable  beings,  the  will  and  eternal  felicity  in  tlie  world  to  come, 

of  their  Creator,  and  the  means  of  securing  would,  in  innumerable  instances,  be  the  re- 

their  eternal  felicity.  This  knowledge  was  suits  of  their  universal  ditfusion.^  This,  then, 

at  one  time  hid  from  the  world;  and  man-  is  the  object  of  the  American  Bible  Society, 

kind,  sensible  of  their  want  of  it,  sought  for  and  this  the  hojie  which  cheers  in  its  prose- 

it  m  a  thousand  ways,  as  impious  as  they  cution.  Yes,  Sir,  w'e  are  associated  for  the 

were  absurd.  One  favoured  nation  was,  hallow’ed  purpose  of  revealing  a  Saviour  to 

indeed,  honoured  with  partial  revelations  those  who  know  of  none ;  of  pointing  out 

from  God.  Sometimes  prophets  were  com-  the  road  to  heaven  to  those  w’ho  are  taking 

mis^oned  to  announce  his  coinmandi? — now*,  ■  that  which  lends  to  dc^tnu  tion :  of  offering 
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coasolatioii  to  tho?e  who  are  sorronrins:  with¬ 
out  hope ;  of  announcing  pardon  to  those 
who  arc  overwhelmed  witli  remorse ;  of  dis¬ 
pelling  the  darkness  of  the  tomb,  and  open¬ 
ing,  beyond  it,  the  \iew  cl  another  and  a 
better  world. 

The  benevolence  of  this  Society  is  no  less 
diffusive  than  it  is  divine.  In  the  distribu¬ 
tion  of  her  bounty,  she  knows  neither  sect  nor 
ixiuntry;  nor  acknowledges  any  other  linuts 
dian  those  which  the  Christians  of  America 
shall  assign  to  her  cxertiof  \  The  spherri 
of  her  usefulness  must  be  proportionate  to 
the  patronage  she  receives.  That  patron¬ 
age  has  hitherto  been  ample,  and  has  re¬ 
flected  new  lustre  on  our'nalional  character. 
The  efforts  already  made  by  this  Institution, 
have  roused  the  attention  of  Europe  and 
.\merica;  and  have  been  rt  ctived,  both  as  a 
proof  of  its  cfljcicncy,  and  as  a  pledge  of  the 
Intentions  of  the  community*  to  foster  and 
protect  it 

Twelve  monflis  since,  and  tlus  Society 
rose  into  being,  hailed  by  the  prayers  and 
the  hopes  of  the  American  Church.  Those 
prayers  have  been  heard — tliose  hopes  ful- 
ftlled.  F rom  this  Institution  are  now  flow¬ 
ing,  in  a  rapid  aTid  increasing  current, 
those  waters  of  life,  which  will  refresh  and 
fertiiixe  our  pare  hed  land ;  and  cause  the ! 
Wilderness  to  blossom.  Light  breaks  upon  ' 
our  western  territories — In  those  remote  re¬ 
gions,  the  savage,  amiiLt  the  gloim  oi*  pri¬ 
meval  forests,  lately  tortured  his  captive. — 
The  scene  is  changed — the  forest  has  fallen 
— the  savage  has  disappeared :  and  the  eartli 
b  inhabited  by  civilized  man.  But  alas ! 
Religion  has  followed  civilizatico  with  un¬ 
equal  steps.  Occupied  by  incessant  labour,  | 
dispersed  by  situatioa.  and  destitute  of  tlie  j 
BtUe,  a  cloud  oi  igoonnee  U  in  many  \ 
places  gathering  over  the  seldcrs,  which’ 
threatens  to  intercept  the  rays  of  the  Sun  of,' 
Righteousness.  To  these  ocr  Brethren,  | 
N>jnd  to  u-  >v  the  rk  s  of  comnscr.  c-'xin- 


try,  common  interest,  and  common  blooff . 
this  Society  will  eagerly  extend  her  hand, 
and  will  shortly  furnish  them  with  that  best 
gift,  which  will  crown  and  sanctify  the 
many  blessing*  they  alrcad)’  enjoy.  ?ior 
will  the  endeavours  of  this  Society  be  view¬ 
ed  with  thankless  indifference.  Christians, 
in  even*  part  of  our  country,  will  show  their 
sense  of  the  benefits  she  is  conferring,  b\ 
cstablUliing  tributary  associations.  The 
example  hav  been  set,  and  is  .spreading  with 
rapidity.  A  new  cotifcdemcy  is  forming 
between  the  stales  of  the  American  ITiuoa.' 
The  ]x>litical  ties  which  have  hitherto  united 
them,  are  now  to  be  strengthened  and  con¬ 
secrated  by  their  combined  exertions  in  the 
serv  ice  cf  their  Almighty  Protector.  Thir* 

!  teen  Stales,  together  with  the  Territory  of 

^Michigan  and  the  District  of  Coluntbia, 

I  .  . 

I  have  entered  this  Holy  .Vlhance,  and  hasc 

organized  their  Auxiliary'  Societies. 

Soon  shall  the  Christians  of  .\merica, 
from' the  Missouri  to  the  Atlantic ;  from  Or- 
jleans  to  Niagara,  form  one  vast  communion, 
‘holding  the  unity  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of 
Ipeace;  and,  with  concentrated  energy-, 

!  proclaim  the  everlasting  gospel  to  all  na- 


s«n>uiHl  me  in  vain,  for  an  object  more  sub¬ 
lime  in  contcroplatiou,  more  reviving  to  the* 
hopes  of  a  Christian,  and  more  deserving  oi 
lus  gratitude  and  love,  than  the  Amerwaii 
Bible  Society;  occu^d  in  promoting  the 
etemaJ  welfare  of  immartal  souls — unmoved 
by  the  violence  of  nations — uainflocnced  by 
the  aiiurenients  of  ambiuon,  or  the  aug- 
geslions  of  interest — serene  in  the  midst 
politic'al  animosity  and  religicHis* 
ver?}-, 

^  .46  9ou,e  tail  ciU  tliat  iifu  iUa^fui  fOJS 

IE  wells  froiE  tbe  vale,  aufl  aaiJwiy  leaver 
the  6tor|p ; 

TiK3j$h  round  its  breast  ti  e  toWilz 

are  *;*re3d, 

RJern'*!  ?e**!e*  r.z  '-r-  Va-! '' 


